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ABSTRACT

The number of repeat irregular child migrants ha&gb on the increase since the turn of the
century. These children leave their homes to megiab neighboring Botswana without legal
travel documents through undesignated crossingtp@iome of which are dangerous. When
deported, these children still go back to Botswaithout legal travel documents. This study
sought to investigate the challenges that theddrem face when these challenges. This area
has in the past not received adequate attentidheracademia as it was overshadowed by child
labor migration, child trafficking and child refugemigration among other popular areas. This
study makes significant contribution to literatumeterms of the irregular repeat migration
among children. Qualitative methodology was emmdgehighlight these issues and in-depth
interviews were used as the main data collectiah $0 as to obtain rich descriptions on the
lived experiences of these children. The resposdarthe study were selected through
purposive sampling technique. The study was infdriine new sociology of childhood, which
argues that contrary to structural theories whichghasize the domineering of structures on
peoples’ lives, children are not passive recipiasftstimuli, they are not persons ‘in waiting’ or
half adults, but they are actually complete persohs have the agency to recreate their own
social worlds. This study showed that while thédechh have agency in challenging the
structure, putting measures to redefine theirwigrlds through engaging in irregular migration,
caution must be exercised so that this agencytisverdrawn because some children is this
study faced some structural challenges due to g

TonderaiCharehwa: Msc Thesis 2014



TABLE OF CONTENTS

19 7= | o 1o ) 1 [
ACKNOWIEAGEMENLIS. .. .. e e e e e e e e et ee e e e e e ii
97T 1o 1 ] 1 ii
1.0  Introduction and BacKgroUNd ............ccccueeiieeiiieiiie e eiee e eree e eeesssaeesraeessaeesreeessseennns 8
1.1 Statement of the ProbIEML.........coui ittt 10
1.2 RESEAICH ODJECHIVES......eciiee ettt ettt e st e st e saeasteeseeesseeseenseeseeseeens 11
1.3 RESEAICH QUESHIONS. ... .uvii ittt et e et e e et e e e et e e e e tte e e e etreeeeeareeeensreeeas 11
The broad research question for this StUAY WaS:..........cccceveii i 11
1.4 Significance Of the STUAY........iiiieiiiie ettt e e e s seeeesnae e seeees 12
1.5 DEFINMILIONS. ...ttt e ettt b et h et esbe e s bt she e b e e sbeesbe e bt e nbe e beenreent 12
1Yo r= L T0] o SRR 12
Independent or Unaccompanied Children.........cocviiiiiiiiiicie et 13

(03 071 o OSSPSR 13

TR T[] F=T gAY 1T [ r= U RS 13
=T oL L [ To | =i o] s VOSSR 14

2.0 TheoretiCal FramMeEWOIK .........cccociiiiieieie ettt st ettt et ste e e e see et e enseenseeneeenes 14
2.1 The new sociology Of ChIlANOOM............oociii e e 14
3.0 Literature 0N CRIlAIEN ......cc.ooii ettt et et et 17
170 B @4 o1 To =T Lo 1Y/ 1T | = L1 T o ISR 17
A = 10 41V \Y T [ = L4 o R UUR SR 19
3.3 Migration for Socially Related REASONS..........cccviiiiiiiiiciie ettt ettt 19

I N 1 o1 [o I W = o1 (T SRR 20
3.5 Children as Actors in Social RESEAICH..........ccciiiiiiii e 21

7 0 I =TT T= Tod o Y =4 oo (o] oo Y TR 23

TonderaiCharehwa: Msc Thesis 2014



4.1 RESEAICH DEBSIGNL..ctiiiiei ettt ettt ettt st e e s be e et e e st b e e be e eabeeebbe e bbeestbeessseesssassareessteeans 23
4.2 RESEAICH INSITUMEBNTS ... ..ottt et te et e st st e enteeaeenteeneeeneenneas 24
4.3 Population Of the STUAY.........ccoviiiieeie st e e sre e seree e 25
4.4 RESECAICH ANBA....ci ittt ettt ettt ettt ettt et e ea bt st e eat e e tesa e st it e naeas 25
4.5 Getting access t0 the field........coii it bee e 26
4.6 Sampling and Sampling TECANIQUE............oiiiriieiieieee et e 26
4.7 Ethical CONSIAEIALIONS........ciiuiiiieitieitie ettt ettt ettt ettt sttt st sabe st saeesbeas 27
4.8 DEIIMILALION. ...t eetieiee ettt sttt ettt et ettt et e et eat e ea e et e eabe st e eateentesabesatesaeeebeas 28
4.9 LIMILALIONS ....eee ettt sttt sh et e bt e bt et e et e bt e bt ea et e beeabeeabe st e eateeatesabesanesaeeabeas 28
oI O B = 1= o (= 2T=T 1 =1 (o] o TP 29
6.0 Discussion and Analysis 0f the FINAINGS........cccceiiieiiiieie e e et 45
6.1 Reasons for Irregular repeat migration amomgIfEm................ccvveveriverireiiee e 46
LT O R 01V YR TPST 46
6.1.2 Unconducive [iViNg €NVIFONMENL............ooviiiiiiieiir e esee e steesae e sereesseesreeseeesanee e 47
6.1.3 No support from parents for children to apEPRSSPOIS.......ccccveiieeiiee e e 48
6.1.4 School holiday MIGratiOn..........ccueeiiieiiiiiiie et re e be e s abe e s b e e s be e sbeesabeeens 49

6.2 Challenges Faced by Irregular Repeat Childre@nigration............c.ccccceevveivvienccieesviee e 50
6.2.1 Travel from HOmMeE t0 BOISWANA. .......ccc.uiiieiiiriieiieiiieriee sttt et e st be b e b 51
6.2.2 PriSON CONUILIONS.......eiiieieieeiieeieee ettt sttt e e s tee st e saaesaeesteesseesaeesseenseenseeseesseens 52
6.2.3 EMploymeENt iN BOISWANAL........ccuuiiiiiiiiiicciee ettt ettt te e tbe e stte e savaesbe s sreesabeaens 53

6.3 Survival Strategies that repeat irregular chilgrants make during migration......................... 55
6.3.10malayithsasind DUS AIVELS.........ccciiiiiiiiiiieeeeie et se s te s sae e e e reesaeesenee e 55
6.3.2 DEPOItatioN SYSTEIML......eiiciiiiieieiieectieeriteesereeeerteeestaeesteeesteeessaeessseessseessseessseesssessnsesssseesns 55

4O @0 o] 11 1] T o SR 56
REFERENGCES........coeie ittt sttt ettt st te st se et et e es e esaessesbeaseeseensesseeseensesseeseessestesseeneansans 59
APPENDIX ...ttt ettt sttt ettt h bt bt bt n b et b e e n e et et e bt ente st sreeneeneens 65

TonderaiCharehwa: Msc Thesis 2014



1.0Introduction and Background
This study focuses on the agency of children inigating challenges that face them during the

process of irregular migration and their stay irother country. Irregular migration, is also
known as border — jumping, undocumented migratasylum seeking, and illegal migration
among many other terms (Yaqub 2009). It used ta liield largely dominated by adults, but
children have also entered this field in large nambespecially from the turn of the century
(Castles and Miller 2003). Sometimes migration ngirely initiated and executed by children
and substantial studies are available that revekren’s participation in the process (Huijsmans
2008, Carballo and Nerukar 2001, Camacho 1999).reTlaee different reasons, political,
economic, social, legal and technological factbet tause both adults and children to migrate
irregularly and these vary from country to coun{astles and Miller 2003:67). Globally,
children today make up nearly a third of all intgranal migrants (UNICEF 2009). One major
reason accounting for an increase in child migratigobally is the increase in child labor
migration, child trafficking and asylum seeking agcompanied and unaccompanied children.
Castles and Miller (2003:67) further asserts thamgside children’s increasing participation in
conventional labor migration, specific forms of magon targeting young girls have also
emerged, and among them is the commercialized trograf domestic workers, the migration
and trafficking of children in the sex industry,dathe organized migration of girls for marriage

(sometimes labeled ‘mail-order brides’).

According to Arhin (2012), 1.2 million children ateafficked every year globally, already
matched to specific markets in line with their gendige and appearance. The US Department
of State’s Trafficking in Persons (TIP) Report #¥11 found the problem of child begging in 61
countries, child soldiers in 15 countries, instanoé child sex tourism in 105 countries and
trafficking for the purposes of domestic servitud@ 10 countries. Children are trafficked for the
purposes of illegal adoption; commercial and nomeercial sexual exploitation and labour
exploitation for purposes of work in prostitutiosex tourism, sweatshops and early marriage.
Other children are trained to become child soldidmnestic servants and athletes. Trafficked

children suffer devastating effects: they are madeork long hours, are underfed, exposed to

TonderaiCharehwa: Msc Thesis 2014



toxic materials and dangerous machinery, punishedahused if they disobey or attempt escape
(Arhin 2012:02). The ILO, IOM and Europol (Arhin 2B) sees child trafficking as a subset of
child migration, with movement as the common dem@tar and exploitation as the common
consequence. However, not all unaccompanied migtaliren are necessarily trafficked, many

unaccompanied actually migrate through their owlitiea.

In Zimbabwe, child migration has been a growingrmmeenon since the turn of the century
according to Hanke and Kwok (2009); IOM (2010). Kamand Steve blame the economic
meltdown during the period 2000 to 2010, for theréase of child migration in Zimbabwe. They
argue that due to the economic collapse, many remldiropped out of school because their
parents could not afford school fees for theirdigh and these children found their way out of
Zimbabwe in search of gainful employment to sthdirt careers and or support their families
back home. Not only that, orphaned children, chihded families also suffered from the
disappearance of safety nets and this forced shitdren to migrate in search of employment as
a survival strategy (Save the Children (2011). Mafsthese children however, did not have
passports and they migrated through undesignatied goints into countries such as Botswana,

South Africa, Namibia, and Zambia among others.

In the border towns of Beitbridge and Plumtreeeguiar child migration is a huge phenomenon
as everyday children are returned from South Afacal from Botswana via Beitbridge and
Plumtree respectively (Save the Children 2011).imdurthe process of irregular migration
children cross the border and live in the hostamtithere are several challenges that these
children face and due to fear of deportation, theskdren do not report the various forms of
abuse that they face and they end up with theivarsal rights taken away from them. Their
daily survival is that of playing 'hide and seekhwthe police who patrol the streets of Botswana
looking for irregular migrants to deport them balckme, but sometimes after harassing,

imprisoning, and canning them.
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It is against this background that this study fesusn the agency of the children in managing the
challenges that they face. This study begins bgirtgathe migration decision in the home
environment from where the children are comingtiérrogates these home environments of the
irregular migrant children, and the study goeshertto unravel the survival strategies of
children in the countries where they migrate toplrsuance of these objectives, the research
was conducted using qualitative methodology. It atsnployed semi-structured interviews
because they allow for narratives, and helps intuzaq@ the children’s experiences in the
process of migration. In sampling the children, tbgearcher employed the purposive sampling
technique because the children were approachedetteal point where they are deported, and

accommodated until they are integrated with theanifies.

1.1 Statement of the Problem
This area of child irregular migration has not beesll documented in literature. While the

works of Arhin (2012) did very well to discuss themplexities around child trafficking and
child migration, the overlaps and misconceptioh®, tesearch left a gap in documenting the
agency of unaccompanied child migrants in managjregchallenges they face. On the same
note, researches by Yaqub (2009:07) focuses oncamgmanied child migrants in terms of
individual and family characteristics of the chédrinvolved, decision-makers and decision-
making processes that lead to children moving, aiildren migrate as individuals, situations of
children at places of destinations. While the stuwdint a long way to discuss these areas as
highlighted, it fell short in terms of documentitige concept of return migrants because the
study concentrated on first time migrants withatofwving them up on when they get deported
or leave the host and how or why they still comekbd&his study therefore, sought to document
the experiences and agency in children in the Wway stand up to challenges even when they
get deported from their host countries and why tkegp migrating in spite of the challenges

faced.

This research sought to complement the body of kedye in the area of child migration,
particularly the new sociology of childhood. Of eptthis study focused on the children
themselves, because they are better positionedlltaheir own story than anyone else. The

majority of studies done in this area have focusede on adults as the main respondents while
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the child’s voice has not been illuminated, herge $tudy sought to illuminate the voice of the
child.

According to Yaqub 2009:02) increasing researcthatie and international motivation has
focused on linking migration and development. Whilgese efforts have recognized to some
degree children with migrant parents or left behirtydthem, it has not included children who
migrate independently. Not only that scholars s@ehrballo and Nerukar (2001), Huijsmans
(2008) and Camacho (1999) among others have tetwleskclusively study child labor
migration, and other studies funded by NGOs suchaa® the Children have tended to be more
guantitative, looking for trends among others. Noly that, Plumtree border post has received
little academic attention, while Beitbridge haseaiged most of the attention. The academic
researches that | have cited, left a gap on rettggular migration using qualitative methods of

enquiry focusing on Plumtree area. Hence, thisarebesought to address this gap.

1.2 Research Objectives
The main aim of the research was to understand wvfaccompanied children without travel
documents continue to migrate when the processgrtion has challenges.

1. To investigate the causes of irregular repeat chilgtation.

2. To explore the challenges faced by irregular aephild migrants

3. To establish the survival strategies of irreguéeat migration among children.
4

. To explore the decision making process for thedeéii to migrate irregularly.

1.3 Research Questions
The broad research question for this study was:

Despite the challenges faced by unaccompaniedulaeghildren in migration, why do children

continue to migrate?
Sub Questions

1. What are the push and pull factors behind irregidpeat migration among children?

2. What experiences do irregular migrant children enter when migrating?
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3. What survival strategies do children employ to gate the challenges they face on their
way to, and during their stay in the country(s)ythegrate to?

4. Who makes the decision for the children to mignatgularly?

1.4 Significance of the study

The area of child migration has received a lotttérdgion in the academia (Carballo and Nerukar
2001, IOM 2010, Save the Children 2012, Yaqub 20d8jjsmans 2008 among others).
However, there has been very little attention oegular repeat migrants among children with a
particular focus on their agency in standing uphallenges (structures) that these children face.
This study therefore sought to complement the studone in this area of migration by focusing
on irregular repeat child migration paying partaouteference to the children’s agency in the
wake of challenges they face, hence this studyleilbeneficial by bringing in new knowledge.
This study investigating the causes of irregulaildcmigration and explored the children’s
journey, the challenges they face and how theygaéed them. The study went further to
analyse how the children manage to settle in tis¢ tmuntry with no single legal document that

permits them to stay and work in those countries.

1.5 Definitions

Migration

Migration, according to SAMP (2006) is about peofalkildren in this case) moving from their
communities of usual residence to another commuarigcross the border, for whatever length,
composition or causes. According to Yaqub (2009ration is understood as a change in the
place of ‘usual residence’ (briefly defined as plaaf daily period of rest). This follows UN
recommendations on migration statistics (UN 1978;1998). International migration, which is
the focus of this study further is defined as angeain usual residence from one country to
another, this definition includes seasonal migratilmternal migration (which will be paid
reference to) is a change in usual residence from @vil division to another, for example

changing from living in Harare to live in Gweru Bsholothso etc.
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Independent or Unaccompanied children

According to Yaqub (2009) independent or unacconggbohildren are those living or travelling
across borders without either a parent or legaistamary adult guardian. Independence can be
during travel or when the child arrives at the ohedion because one child can be independent at
home but when they migrate they are not indepenfignéxample when a child migrates for
family reunion or when migrating to their parentgidg school holiday (seasonal migration),
while another child can be living with parents oragdian but migrate to start living in another

country with friends or by themselves.

Child

A child is any person below the age of 18 accordinthe 1989 Convention on the Rights of the
Child (CRC) Article (1), ratified in Zimbabwe in 29, although in some countries the applicable
legislation allows for the legal age of majority atained much earlier (Ruppel 1991:55) for
example through marriage. In some Shona commuititege is a general tendency to call a child
“murumemukuror mukadzimukuru(an elderly person) when they start working or wktegy

are taking care of their siblings in a child heatsadily. For the purposes of this study however,

a child shall mean any person below the age of 18.

Irregular Migrant

According to International Migration Series No. (2®11) an irregular migrant is;

“a person who, owing to unauthorized entry, breaéta condition of entry, or the expiry
of his or her visa, lacks legal status in a tranmithost country. The definition covers
inter alia those persons who have entered a traosihost country lawfully but have
stayed for a longer period than authorized or supsmtly taken up unauthorized
employment (also called clandestine/undocumentegglamti or migrant in an irregular

situation). The term "irregular”" is preferable tollegal" because the latter carries a

criminal connotation and is seen as denying migsammanity”.
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Repeat migration

For the purposes of this research, repeat or rethild migration shall mean unaccompanied
children who are deported from the same or anatbentry (international migration ) more than
once, or children who cross the border into theesaountry or another more than once. This is

the definition that shall be used across this damtm

2.0Theoretical Framework

2.1 The new sociology of childhood

This study is informed by Antony Giddens theorystrficturation. In 1984, Giddens presented an
advanced attempt to move further the dualism afcstre and agency and put forward the
"duality of structure" - where the social structwa@n be both the medium and the outcome
of social action, and with agents and structuresnasually constitutive entities with ‘equal
ontological statuses’. For Giddens, the interactetween agent and structure, as a system of
norms, is described as "structuration”. The wordléxivity" is used to refer to the capacity of
an agent to consciously reconstitute, or modifydridier place in the social structure. Because
social actors are reflexive and they also moniter dngoing flow of activities in the structural
conditions, they adapt their actions to their eirgvunderstandings, and that they have the
power to shape their actions. Building from Giddenbkeory, the new sociology of childhood

emphasizes children’s reflexivity in shaping th@imn lives against structural constraints.

According to Zelizer (1985) structural theories éxample functionalism emphasize the external
circumstances—economic forces, institutional areamgnts, socialization, systems of belief that
have shaped the lives of children in particularesnand places. These approaches, such as the
traditional socialization framework, make the asptiam that children are relatively passive, and
that their social lives are readily made from thaetsmle them. Seeking to challenge this
understanding of childhood, the new sociology afdttood emphasize children's agency, that is,

their capacity to shape the circumstances in wthiely live. Based on their agency, children can
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actually make rational decisions about their solias, by way of finding means to improve
their social lives. In this research, the new dogy of childhood theory guided the researcher’s
understanding of irregular repeat child migrantshi@ manner in which some of these children
make migration decisions, the manner and reasohstgnd irregular migration and their
survival strategies in the host countries. Morehgotheory also assisted in the understanding of
the children’s ability to manipulate the deportatgystem to their advantage when they want to

come back home on free transport.

According to Michael King (2007), before the 199psdominantly literature viewed children
as minors, half adults, incompetent beings, persaisng to become complete adults, frail and
completely vulnerable and unable to rationally maleeisions for themselves among others
views Gee, for example, Corsaro, 1997; James and PreRif, James et al., 1998; Jenks, 1996;
Qvortrup et al., 1994)The study of childhood, according to the pre-modera of thought, was
seen as a private affair, confined to the familyontshould be kept away from the public realm
(Sandin 2011). One of the major tenants of the segiology of childhood approach is a sharp
rebuke to the idea that children are a producthefdocietal structure that shapes or controls
children’s lives and destiny, rendering childrenb® powerless under the societal institutions
Giddens (1994), James et al (1998).

According to King (200:14}It would appear that academic sociology has noWyfembraced
into its fold the theoretical approaches to issaescerning children known in English speaking
countries as the new sociology of childhoo8andin (2011) further points out that childrea ar
active agents, who are capable, and are activglygtito change or renegotiate the structure of
their lives which in most cases is dictated by #delts’ norms and values, traditions, laws,
religious beliefs among many other structures. @il have agency, and they are very well
capable of giving sound evidence to their livesirdyiresearch, and can also participate in the
research process. Grover (2004) agrees with JemstrQu et al, in what they termed an
“epistemological break”, which means moving reskaaway from a ‘pre-sociological child’
premised on traditional theologies, romantic disses and developmental theories (Hallden
2008)
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According to the new paradigm theorists (Halldel®&0children should be considered in the
view of beings, as opposed to becomings. Takinigl@n as beings and not becomings puts the
children in the public realm and not private. Tb@sideration also takes the child perspective,
affords them with the attention they deserve. Adoag to Freud (Hallden 2008), children are
not passive recipients of stimuli, they do not jast without their own input, but rather they
actively transform and recycle their view of therldoPiaget concurs (Hallden 2008), he argued
that children create new knowledge, draw conclusiovhich are rational and intelligent
considering their backgrounds. Freud and Piagesiden children to be competent human
beings, who may not always make correct conclusibasthe point is that they do make their
conclusions which are also rational, and they attiabsorb stimuli which may be information,
instructions, and they make sense of it. This iy veuch in tandem with the new sociology of
childhood which emphasizes the competencies oflidnl in shaping their lives as complete
beings, and not becomings. The children in thigl\stto a large extent demonstrated these
competencies as will be shown below.

The movement, which was termed ‘the new studieshdfihood’ seeks to put children at the
centre of research, views children as expertseair fleld, competent beings, and persons in their
own right (James and Prout 1990).1t is this thebat provides the basis for this research, in that
the research takes the view of the causes for amidglation from the point of view of children,
sees the child as the expert in this field who &l wapable and competent enough to be an

informant who does not need an adult to verify anthenticate their contributions,.
“children can be an integral part ofelesearch process and contribute
to all aspects, such as:

1. formulate or suggest research problems or disciethical implications

2. conduct social research on questions of contethem with or without

the assistance of adult experts on research process
3. contribute to the shape of data interpretatiforsnulated by adults
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about children

4. provide data regarding personal reflections ba topic studied or their
experience as a research participant;

5. provide input on what should be the policy Iwgtions”

(Harwood 2008: 82).

Children are viewed as active agents, who are ¢apabnd are actively trying to change or
renegotiate the structure of their lives as dictatg the adults, traditions, laws etc. as active
agents, the children in this research are congténythg to change their destiny by moving away
from the shackles of their present lives, howetregy may sometimes face imposing challenges
that they fail to address but the point is thatytheake conscious decisions to try and change
their situations. Furthermore, the children fromliBna and Mangwe and other parts of the
country that were interviewed tried to change thigration process by renegotiating the
migration routes (using the undesignated entry tpdimstead of the state borders), defying the

migration laws of crossing using passports, andrbgsing without legal travel documents.

3.0Literature on Children

3.1 Child Labor Migration

The search for gainful employment among childres Ieen cited as one of the major reasons
for child migration in most parts of the world whet regular or irregular (Yinger 2000).
According to Huijsmans (2008), the vast majorityaafademic work has shown that children
have for a long time been involved in the labor kegrworking in different occupations but as
Huijsmans argues, very little work has shown hoev ¢hildren get to be employed, and most of
these children cross the border but that migrgtianm is not adequately mentioned. Some notable
exceptions include among others, Camacho’s worklold domestic workers in Manila, the
Philippines (Camacho 1999), and Punch’s ethnogecapioirk on childhood and youth in rural

Bolivia which shows the role of children in mig@ii However, the majority of studies done in
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the area of child migration have tended to focuseonnomic factors, concluding that the
majority of children who cross borders do so onneeoic grounds. Whilst these attempts have
added significantly to the body of knowledge in #rea of child migration, these studies do not
adequately acknowledge the agency of children erfabe of structures that pose as challenges
in their life worlds. Not only that, these studifedl short in exploring the concept of repeat
migration, which is the central focus of this study

The Southern African Migration Project (SAMP 2008)ks of children migrating from
Zimbabwe to Mozambique, from Mozambique to Southic&f and from Angola to Namibia to
escape poverty from home. The SAMP project doeg wetl in bringing out of the reason why
children leave their homes and move to other c@sitiThe project cites poverty as the major
reason among others why children migrate. The studoes on to show that when children
migrate, they get into demeaning professions sgcprastitution especially young girls, while
young boys become farm laborers among others. Hemvettis study by SAMP, does not
investigate some of the social reasons, such agia@mabor physical abuse by guardians, as
reasons why some children migrate. Additionallye #tudies do not acknowledge the agency
that these children have in dealing with the cimgjés that they face.

Moving on Nancy Yinger (2000), looks at the glolmtture where children now make a

substantial contribution to the world’s total GD® @ result of their labor, and this is heavily
contributed by child migration. Huijsmans (2008udied the Lao children in Thailand who

crossed borders into Thailand in search of employraad better living standards. He indicated
that children leave their homes either by themsebrein the company of others to escape from
poverty, and feel that they live a better life Ire thost country where they earn money which
makes them afford a better life than they useduv®. IChildren cross international borders to
work in different occupations, boys work in induss; mines, farms, etc. while girls become
maids, shop attendants, while others are forcea pmbstitution by their employers. These

studies have focused on child labour migrationiffecent parts of the worlds, however some of
these children are accompanied, that is, and thgyate with their parents, while others are

independent or unaccompanied. The gap that remmithsit unaccompanied child migrants are
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not accounted for in most of these studies. Thislystherefore sought to fill in this gap by

focusing on unaccompanied migrant children.

3.2 Family Migration

Other studies have also focused on families miggatiom one area or country to the other. This
area has grown in importance in the academia ulyilhbe shown here, the gap remains that
the voices that are captured and illuminated aoselof the adults while those of children are
sidelined (Yaqub 2009). There is therefore the nedlll this gap through focusing on the

children and get their perspectives.

Researchers such as Ortiz et al (2001) for exampt&ed on the borders of Mexico, though not
essentially focusing solely on children, but theeaach focused on a family that includes
children. Children also cross the same border, mpanying their parents, but sometimes they
cross unaccompanied to seek employment.Whereasnityfmigration it is the whole or part of
the family on the move, in this research, it is thddren migrating on their own. This research
could be the same as those mentioned above, Isutethearch focuses on children, their use of
agency in dealing with challenges that they facemigration. Not only that, the challenges
which confront a whole family, are different fromnose that face children when they migrate
alone so it is important to capture these cha#lsnffom a child’s perspective (Amnesty

International report 2009).

3.3 Migration for Socially Related Reasons

Social reasons have also been cited as push facorshild migration. On a study of the

migrants in Dhaka, Hossain (2010) referred to smoeial reasons that propel families to
migrate from the rural areas into the city of DhaK&e book explores factors such as the
household structure (female headed, child headBsp)Jacement, social networks and kinship
ties that are blamed for increasing the chancesumai — urban migration; this is because it
becomes a lot easier than for families in ruradan® migrate when their relatives are settled in

the city.
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Closely related to our situation in Zimbabwe, Whéad (2002), asserted that children migrate
into neighboring countries, with their parents grtbemselves, in search of wealth, education,
and medical attention. They also run away fromreyeal marriages, rite of passage among other
practices. In Zimbabwe as well as in other partdfota, early and forced marriage is rife, and
has contributed to migration among children (RasR\2D06). Ras — Work further comments
that girls sometimes as young as 7 years old getiedato older man. Young girls are very
vulnerable to this practice, with parents lookiong &n exit from poverty by marrying their young
daughters to older richer man and then get finhigaisn. Some girls are actually abducted and
forced into early marriage. Castles and Miller itheé Age of migration” talks of arranged
migration for marriage with regards young girlsdacalls this practice ‘mail-order brides’,
which is a practice of prearranging marriages faung girls who are then trafficked from other
countries. Jackson (2002) in her book, Aids Africantinent in crisis, comments on a practice in
Africa where a young girl if forced to ‘take ovehie husband of her older sister after the sister’s
death. This practice amongst a host of other hdnr#ditional practices have pushed children to
migrate either within or outside the borders andnfmst children in Matabeleland (IOM 2010)

they migrate to South Africa and Botswana in seafdbetter lives.

Whilst these studies document some of the reasdryschildren migrate, the differences with
this study are that the studies only focus on tehgactors without looking at the pull factors of
child migration. Not only that, these studies dd document the experiences of children in
migration, the challenges they face and how thepaed to those challenges. In addition, these
studies do not explore whether these children rtegreegularly or regularly, moreover, whether

the children stay in the host countries or are deplpand what happens when they are deported.

3.4 Child Trafficking
Arhin (2012) studied child trafficking in Canadae¥f Africa and South Asia. Child trafficking

is the recruitment, transportation, transfer, hergpor receipt of a child for the purpose of

exploitation. This is without regard of whetherrmt this is done by force, abduction, fraud or
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other means (IOM 2003). Arhin’s study reveals tihat global prevalence of child trafficking is
growing by an estimated 1.2 million trafficked cién annually, with most of these children
being exploited by economic gains through workingpre-arranged jobs such as sex slaves,
sweatshops, child soldiers etc. Other researcheshild trafficking in Zimbabwe have been
conducted by IOM (2010) UNICEF (2012), Save theld@tbn (2009) among others. The IOM
study for example, which was conducted by Kropiwn{@012) focused on child trafficking in
Musina where young girls and boys are lured byfitledrs who promise them better lives, good
jobs in South Africa and only for them to be sadtave barons such as drug dealers and brothel
owners who exploit them as sex slaves, prostitatesng other. Having mentioned that, since
the push-pull factors for child trafficking may essble those obtaining in child independent
irregular migration, independent child labor migyat according to Arhin (ibid), is at times
mistakenly accounted for as labor trafficking. IGWudies for example supports the argument

that labour trafficking and exploitation do occsraasegment on a migration continuum.

The above studies done on child trafficking, asiddrgues, proves that there is need for better
understanding for child trafficking on one hand andependent child migration on the other
hand even though in both cases there is movemenssfng the border) and exploitation or
abuse in most cases especially in child labour atigm. To bring this understanding, there is
need for more studies that focus on independend chigration in its own respect. It was
therefore the purpose of this study to focus omejp@ehdent irregular child migration as a separate
phenomenon from child trafficking mainly because ttecision making process in irregular
child migration is different (Arhin (2012. Not onthat, child trafficking research assumes that
most children migrate for labor purposes where&s study showed that sometimes children

migrate for family reunion purposes, purposes #natnot economically driven.

3.5Children as Actors in Social Research

The new sociology of children theory referred toowd acknowledges the competency of
children in shaping and reshaping their own sdorak, they are also very competent actors in

social research. The theory further argues thddmem can fully express themselves in social
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research without the need for an adult to confimamplify the children’s feelings, and world
view. In this light, my study focused on childres the target population and it is only this
population that | focused on. As will be shown bel@vidence is available showing studies
done on children, with children themselves as #inget population. The conclusions drawn from
these studies are that children are competentsaoiosocial research, studies with children as
target population are equally useful (Sandin 20Algnen (1988) further argues that studies on
children should not rely on adults’ assumption adwmw children feel, and not informed by the
children themselves. This challenge ascribes wrpalicies for children because they are
informed neither by children’s experiences nor bydeen’s contributions. Rarely do researchers
pay attention to making questionnaires and intgrvischedules relevant to children’s
experiences and interests. A lot of research has Hene about children and while migration is
not an exception, most of the research work dotaice children’s perspectives on board. This
research therefore sought to support the argurhantakes a child perspective, gather data from
the children themselves and not from adults. Thammg of behavior and practices, for example

traditional practices cited, is best understoodhftbe adults as well as children’s point of view.

Literature has also gone on to show how compethitidren are as social actors in research.
Judith Ennew (2003) for example, on a study don&tmannesburg using pictures, demonstrates
the richness in children in terms of their ability give meaning to their experiences, and this
shows that children are competent in explainingy tileanings and feelings, and can add value
to social research. Further to that, William Coos@larwood 2002) researching on “interpretive
reproduction” observed preschools in the UnitedteStaand in Italy, where he documented
children’s use of ideas from the adult world asytleeated distinctive peer cultures. He was
impressed by the children’s ability to participatecultural production and change. In addition,
Marjorie Harness Goodwin (1990) studied childreanfrdifferent racial origins and emphasized
their capabilities in negotiating and recreatingitisocial worlds, disrupting the social barriers
through talk. It is high time children are regardexexperts in their own subjective experience.
My research took this perspective of regardingdrhih as experts in their own experience and it

therefore focused on the children themselves apriheary respondents.
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Adding on, research done by Davies (2008) in MadhiitNorth West of Kenya on street
children who are referred to by a derogatory teomokrra”, which means scavengers. Davies
has shown that the children have on the streeMakhutani have agency which has allowed
them to defy the odds by leading their own liveshait the support of adults. These children
formed their own subculture with their own languagiess, power structure and social networks
and security. According to Davies (ibid), they adhyi feel better off than children living with
parents and guardians. When it comes to resedwese tthildren were the main respondents that
Davies used for his data collection. The childrenvpd that they can contribute to social
research as persons in their own right withoutrteed for a third person to confirm or verify
what they said.

The right to participation in research sets no loage limit and is open to any child with a view

that matters to them according (Lansdown, 2001, iarthis respect, interviews were conducted
with those children who agreed to be interviewad] aothing to do with lower ages. There is

robust evidence that children’s capacities are m € contributory factors such as the

information available to children, their culturatperience, the experience of children, and the
quality and level of support children are gettiMagall 2001; and Alderson, 2004).

4.0Research Methodology

4.1 Research Design

This section outlines the methodology, study papuba sampling, data, design plan,
administration of the data gathering tools andoathtonsiderations used in this study. The study
employed qualitative methodology. According to A3t&aite (2010:01) the goal of qualitative
research is to seek rich descriptions on expergemmtea social phenomenon. Denzin et al
(2000:286) further argues that qualitative resedral strength in is its ability to provide

complex textual descriptions of how people exp&gem given research issue. Qualitative
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research provides information about the “human’eswf an issue — that is, the often
contradictory behaviors, beliefs, opinions, ematioand relationships of individuals. In the
study on children qualitative methods provide &erccontent starting from the reasons ‘why’
children are involved in irregular child migratiotine finer details of the situation at home, the
emotions and the relations among others. Durirgjrisearch, the researcher was able to probe
the children for further clarity, seek meaning fraheir statements and also observe their
emotions during the interviews. Williams (2007),te® that qualitative research is a holistic
approach that involves discovery. Qualitative redeas also described as an unfolding model
that occurs in a natural setting and this allovesrésearcher to develop a level which is detailed
from high involvement in the actual experiencestte respondents (Creswell, 1994; 2003).
Therefore, in order to gain insight into childrerégperiences about migration, the use of

gualitative research methods was the best option.

In addition, one prominent feature of qualitativesearch is that the social phenomenon is
investigated from the participant's viewpoint (Wéiths, 2007). In this research, qualitative
methodology gave the children the opportunity tpress their views in line with the perspective

of child participation as actors in social research

4.2 Research Instruments

This research employed semi-structured qualitatiterviews. This tool was selected because of
the ability to answer the questions on ‘how’ anthyim(AstaCekaite 2010:01). A semi-structured
interview is a qualitative method of inquiry thanebines a pre-determined set of open questions
which gives the interviewer opportunity to discoparticular themes or responses further. Open
guestions also go further to prompt for discussidiiey can be used to ask people about their
attitudes, past, present, or future behaviour, vestifeelings, perceptions and other emotions
which cannot be directly observed (Burgess, 1984ghi-structured interview, as used in this
research, does not constrain respondents to & gee-aletermined responses, as opposed to a
structured questionnaire. They also allow respotsdén discuss and raise issues that the
researcher may not have considered. During theystemi-structured interviews guided the
researcher in terms of the structure of questioms dad not limit the researcher to those

questions, this tool allowed for probing furthee tresponses of the children that were being
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interviewed. The children were probed to seek fritiarity, more information, and meaning
out of their responses. The behavior of the childtering the interviews were also observed to
give cues on non-verbal communication for exampghemthey are showing signs of fear about
what they are saying, or when they are uncomfagtablcontinue with a particular question or

when they are happy to talk more about a particzéation.

The field work was conducted over three and a imaliths, from October 2013 to mid-January

2014. A total of nine children were interviewed idgrthis period.

4.3 Population of the Study
The population of the study were the irregular eg¢pshild migrants in the Matabeleland South

province.

4.4 Research Area

Plumtree is a town that is in between Bulilima akthngwe districts. It is located in
Matabeleland South province, about 500 km from HarRBlumtree was chosen because of the
frequency of deportations that take place from ®atsa on a daily basis. Whilst Beitbridge is
the biggest in terms of size and volume of traffitthe time of the study, there were policy
inconsistency from South Africa in terms of deptdias such that Plumtree remained the busiest
in terms of deportations. Deportations is the psscef returning back irregular migrants from
another country and at Plumtree border post depodee dropped off at the IOM Reception and
Support Centre. The government of Zimbabwe throtigh Ministry of Labour and Social
Services in partnership with International Orgatigra for Migration, UNICEF and Save the
Children Zimbabwe established the Plumtree Chilccepgon Centre. The Plumtree Child
Reception Centre provides interim care and praiadth deported unaccompanied children from
Botswana till they are reunified with their famgiéWhile at IOM, the children are housed at the
Child Centre under the care of the Department afifddService who provide psycho-social
support, food, medical attention, transport, shelted family reunification. The IOM Reception
and Support Centre is situated about 100 metenms fitoee border between Botswana and
Zimbabwe. When children are deported at the Cetiieg, spend a few days, sometimes up to a

week, whilst they wait for their reintegration dowents to be processed. This process includes
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contacting their parents or guardians before thgsiphl reintegration with their families is
finalised. Whilst some of these children have parem Zimbabwe, some of these children are
orphans whilst others have their parents in eitBeuth Africa or Botswana, so they get
reintegrated with their guardians. For children dieg families, they normally contact their
relatives as part of the reintegration procesis &t this point at the Centre where the researcher
met the children for data collection. During theei of the research, there were children waiting
for either parents or guardians to be contactedrbethey can be escorted home, and this

window provided the researcher with an opportutatgonduct interviews with the children.
4.5 Getting access to the field

The researcher had worked at the IOM Plumtree Riecejand Support Centre (commonly
known as ‘the Centre’) for about two years (fronD2Go 2010) as a Program Manager with
Patsime Trust, and getting access into the Cerdgenst too difficult because of the connections
and familiarity with the environment. Children innzbabwe fall under the Department of Social
Services in the Ministry of Labor and Social WeHalhe researcher first of all applied to the
Director of Social Services requesting permissmadcess children at the Plumtree child centre.
The permission was granted in about three weeke,tcopied to the Provincial office as well as
the District office which oversees Plumtree. Thteleof permission, together with the letter
from the Department of Sociology were presenteithécAdministrative Assistant IOM Plumtree
Reception and Support Centre who is currently iargé of the IOM Plumtree sub office. The
researcher met with the Social Services Officeetas Plumtree with a consent form to consent
as the responsible authority in charge of the oliidbefore they are reunited with their parents
or guardians. After signing the consent form, tligc@r introduced the researcher to the children
who were available on the day. The children who ewerterviewed volunteered to be

interviewed on their own.

4.6 Sampling and Sampling Technique

The sample of the study were the irregular repagtamt children. The target for the research
was to interview 10 children. This is mainly beaws the unpredictability of the number of
deportations where in some cases one can go faysawithout receiving any returned child then

on another day there can be as many as 15 to 20ndinber was informed also by the research
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method which can be time consuming. Although thm@ing method had been exclusionary,
i.e. focusing only on repeat child migrants, theesrcher also interviewed two first time migrant
children (those who had crossed the border forfitlsé time) to get an understating of their
experiences and a perspective on whose decisiont @sthem to leave their homes. In terms
of sampling the children the researcher employapgaeful sampling in which case the focus

was on specifically those children who are retuigramts.

4.7 Ethical Considerations

The participants in this research were minors, ld@dany other research, all the finer steps of
getting permission to speak to the children habdetdaken beforehand. The research focused on
unaccompanied children and according to Hopkin&28/) unaccompanied children (also
referred to as ‘unaccompanied minors’) are childreder 18 years of age who cross the border
without either of their parents or a legal guardiBime authority to interview was granted through
the Department of Social Services, the permisoentire the premises was granted from IOM
and the consent was also granted from the DepatrtofeSocial Services represented by the

Social Services Officer.

The researcher committed to minimize as much asilpesthe risks (psychological, social, or
physical) associated with the research. The childvere reaffirmed that information discussed
during the interviews will be kept as confidentéa possible and at no point in time will this
information be discussed with their parents, guarslj friends or anyone without their consent. .
The children were also given contact numbers ofrédsearcher plus that of the department of
Sociology so that if there was anything they wartteésk or add they could call, and if they
wanted to verify the researcher’s credentials poreany abuse arising from my interview, they
could call the department. According to Hill et(#996) just like the adults, and in any research

situation, the researcher must inform (orally oittem) fully the informants on:

- expectation from the researcher
- purpose of the research

- approximate time to be spent on interviews
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- expected risks or benefits

- that participation is voluntary, and the childrem@ull out without any risks

- how confidentiality will be protected

- name and contact information of the researcher

- Name and contact information of an appropriate @ets contact with questions

about one’s rights as a participant.

The researcher used pseudonyms instead of realsnemw@der to protect the identity of the
children (Hopkins 2008). The researcher also empbadsto the children that they were not
under any obligation to be interviewed and resptmdall the questions if they were not
comfortable. After going through all the ethicakuss with the children, the researcher

interviewed the children in an office that was edlted by the staff at the Centre.

4.8 Delimitation

This study only focused on the children who crdssliorder or are returned via Plumtree border
post. The study did not include all the designatedssing points in Zimbabwe such as

Beitbridge, Nyamapanda, and Chirundu among others.

4.9 Limitations

According to Christensen and Prout (2002), Harw(i208) and Clarke (2005), even with the
growing trends towards child participatory reseagtfildren’s voice and the value placed on the
child as a reliable informant in research literatus still very low. There are still power
dynamics on the issues of consent where adults tsop®e stand in the way of children’s
participation in research. According to Harwoodd)b further comments that researchers who
“observe or interview children wrestle with questabout the capacity of children to consent
to being studied, and about adult power as a bartteaccess and understandingdf’ is these
adults’ perceptions towards child active partidipatand the competence of children that still
needs to be filled and it is the intention of tresearcher to expose the children’s capacity to

engage in research meaningfully. Not only thatureabf the research could have benefitted from
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participants observation because it allows theareber to experience what these children go

through but due to the volatile nature of the sfutig tool could not be used.

5.0 Data Presentation

Case |

Sipho was a boy aged 17 who came from Kezi, toSbheth East of Plumtree. Sipho’s father
lived in South Africa with a second wife, Siphodd/ with his grandmother. He was born in
South Africa and only came back to Zimbabwe whe mother passed away when he was
doing grade 5. Sipho did not have a birth certi@cand hence could not apply for a passport. He

had this to say:

“Ubabaubengangigciningacinangitshiyaisikolongikulor 2
ngobaugogoubengelamaliyokungibhadhalela. Angilghtukuthingihlalalogogo,
okungihluphayoyikuthiubabakangigciningakhokeikutasglikhanyinxangingadingang
aumsebenzi.
YikhongaphumangayaeBotswanaukuthingiyedingaumselgeneliseukuziphilisalokugci
naugogo.
Kuyangijabulisaukuthisengiholanjalosengikwanisaultbadhalelaindluengihlalakuyo”.
(My father is not very supportive to the extenttthalropped out of school when |
reached Form 2 because my grandmother had no ntorgay my fees. Although living
with my grandmother is not a problem, the challeisgghat my father is not supportive
and my future is bleak if | do not look for emplognt. My major reason for crossing the
border to Botswana is driven by the need to loakeimployment, and begin to earn a
living for myself while at the same time supportimy ageing grandmother. It feels so

good to earn a wage and pay rent on his own).

The first time he crossed the border to go to Batsswas in August 2013. On both occasions,
Sipho crossed the border via the forest, througlus{&iver in the company of his uncle called
Duma. On the second occasion, Sipho crossed tlieibagain using the same route, and again

accompanied by an uncle albeit a different one ¢dhat The first time Sipho went to Botswana,
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he got a job in Palapye where he was herding cadtleing 500 Pula (USD58) per week. Sipho
said it made him happy to earn a weekly wage, wh&hsed to buy clothes, food and jewellery.

Sipho had managed to survive the Police raids bgsing to stay in an area that was away from
Police raids and he had this to say:
“ngangihlalaePalapyeokuyindawoengayandisangaukulajpholisa” (I stay in Palapye
because there are few Police raids). In additigoh&said he quickly learnt to speak Setswana
in addition to his Kalanga which is also spokenBiotswana. He also said he quickly made
friends with Tswana boys of his age so that heeensas ‘one of them’ so that he remains
obscure from the eyes of the Police. He did nobuat a time when he was ever abused by his
employer, and when he came back to Zimbabwe itavdke request of his grandmother who
was having a big challenge looking after cattlehen own particularly at a time when cattle are
left on their own to look for pasture. To reducngport costs, Sipho got himself arrested by the
police so that he could be deported back to Zimleaémd in the process got free transport going
back home. On the second time of going to Botswianarn attempt to cross the border without a
passportSipho and company were raided and sealpohéoe police. Those without passports
were arrested and deported back to Zimbabwe. Béfiene got deported they were locked up in
Police cells together with adults who were alsoodtal and were in those cells for three days.
The prison conditions were pathetic, they were gieen enough food, blankets and access to
bath. Sipho had this to say:“sasitshonailangalonke sidle ilambazikuphela.
Izambuzizazingcolilezinukasonkeisikhathingaphasiaikguboezinlutshwanezokwendlalaphansi
" (we spent the whole day on porridge alone. Thiettowere dirty, stuffy and smelly all the
time and we were not given enough blankets whilthatsame time we were sleeping on the
floor). When the researcher asked him about higréduambitions, Sipho said that he dreams of
becoming a professional builder in the near futame he takes every opportunity on being a

‘daggaboy’(building assistant) so that he learns through e&pee.

Case 2
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Nkosi was a 15 year old boy who came from Makulbmua 90 kilometres from Plumtree. He
was born in South Africa but lived with his sisterd a younger brother aged 11 with whom he
was migrating with before they were caught in Batsa (the young brother was not interviewed
because was refused to be interviewed). Both oparents worked and lived in South Africa.
Nkosiwas going to school, doing Form 2, and higpts paid for his school fees. He had a South
African passport but the passport was in Southcafwith his father. His father had taken it with
him on his way back to South Africa for stampingle border (in Nkosi's absence) to avoid
overstaying penalties. Nkosi was caught while he arahis way to South Africa. He had this to
say:
“ngisendleleniyokuyaeGolingidlulaeBotswanangobakieenjaloakuhluphikangakonjengaseB
eitbridge. Mina lomnawamisiyaeGolingekhefusizaph#anxaizikolosezivulwa.” (I was
actually on my way to South Africa via Botswana dgse it is actually shorter and less risky
than going via Beitbridge. Me and my younger brotiwere going to South Africa for school
holidays and to return (to Zimbabwe) before schopisn). His father had planned their journey.
The father had arranged with amalayitshato take the children to Botswana using his truck.
The omalayitsh&ad successfully assisted the children to jumpbtbreler via the undesignated
entry points, but they were caught at a police roladk where they were found not to be with

passports.

After the arrest, Nkosi and his young brother (tbge with all those they were irregularly
migrating with), were thrown into police cells whitad adults from Zimbabwe who had been
arrested for related crimes. They both stayed encdlls for two days, and the jail conditions
were dreadful. NKkosi said: “sasinikwailambaziletiyekanyengelanga,
itiyeyakhonasasiyinathelaemganwinikulokuthibesinikemitsho,” (we were given porridge and
tea once until the next day, and we would drinkftem plates instead of cups). The experience
made him feel very powerless and lonely:
“phindengifuneukubuyelangaleyandlelangobaakumnandiayisibotshwangobauyabeungelama
ndlanjalousizwaulesizungu. Phezukwalokhoamajele afengayenziengcolile,(it was an
experience which | do not want to repeat especlaiyause the feeling of being a prisoner was

horrible for me and | felt powerless and lonely.taly that, the conditions in the prisons were
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pathetic). Since they got deported, Nkosi has leeouch with his father who has promised to
send the passports as soon as possible so thatidhegt repeat the initial experience and risk

getting caught again.

Case 3

Mpumi was an 11 year old boy who came from an aa#lad Crossroads, about 135 kilometres
from Plumtree town. Mpumi lived with his maternaiagdparents and was in Grade 6. His
parents worked and lived in South Africa. He did have a passport because his parents have
not availed the money for him to get one. Mpumi tednto go to South Africa because he
missed his parents whom he last saw when he wadke@ravhen he last went to South Africa for
holidays, still without a passport. During the tiwfethis study, Mpumi’s parents had asked him
to come for holidays and had paidhalayitshafor him to bring Mpumi to Cape Town for school

holidays.

Before he left, Mpumi waved goodbye to his grandpts looking forward to seeing his parents
after such a long time. From home he met up witistant relative called ‘Baba Maria’who was
recruited by his parents to assist in smuggling tonCape Town. From his home area they
crossed the border via Mphoengs, through an aléalddabulethe and walked for between 10
to 15 kilometers during the night so that they a@d get caught by the border patrol soldiers.
Before they got to the point where they were megetith theomalayitshand his vehicle, they
met up with other irregular migrants and their tdtead count was 14 and five of them were
children. Mpumi has this to say:
“ngasengidiniwvengokuhambanjalosengilambilengobawkvehmiengangikuthweleesikhwameni
kwasokuphelile.
Sesifikileendawenilaphoesasihlanganalabomalayisbathsaegangenisimeleleukuthibafikel”
felt very tired after walking for nearly 15 kilommes, my food from his satchel had run out and |
was very hungry. Upon reaching our meeting poirthwhe hired smuggler, we hid in the bush
waiting for him to arrive). Themalayitshalid arrive after about 30 minutes, drove through th

night until they were stopped by the police whoewdoing road random searches.
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Mpumi felt very scared of being arrested by thesB@ina police because he had heard stories of
child migrants being beaten up by the police. Affteing found without proper travel documents,
they were taken to Ramakwebana police station wtherg were detained for three days. The
researcher asked him how he felt about being inelhb, @and he said“hgangisesaba,
sanikwailambazilodwaokwamalangawonkeomathatliuiélt terrified, every day we were given
porridge only for those three days). They slepttlua floor with only one blanket which was
dirty and smelly. When asked about what his nexteneas since he had been deported, and he
said,
“LokhengifunaukuyaeGoliukuyavakatshelaabazalibaséngiphendukaekhayaizikolosezivhulw
a.” (I still plan to continue with my journey to Souffrica and spend the holiday with my
parents and come back to Zimbabwe when schools)oplé parents were aware that he had
been deported and he had no doubt that plans welerway to get him to South Africa as soon
as possible. Mpumi dreamt of one day becoming &epsmnal builder and he said he would
strive to finish his education and then study cesirshat will enable him to become a

professional builder.

Case 4

Cleo was a 17 year old girl, born and bred in Gigtwiza. Cleo lived with her step sister,
because both of her parents are deceased. Clémdetucation up to Form Four but could not
write exams because there was no money to payefogxam fees. After the death of her parents,
she grew up under the care of grandmother who unfately passed away on the™1& May
2012 before she completed her secondary educ#fter. the death of her grandmother, that is

when she started staying with her sister. She camgd about her environment because her

sister ill-treated her. She said: “sisivanguvaindishungurudza,
ndakadzingwachikoronekutivakarambakundibhadharira eesf and
dzimwenguvandaisweranenzarakunyanya kana ndasaganar/asipo.

Ndakaonakutipandiriivovangavatowanazvavomusikanawabasaavochengeteravanandosakav
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akarambakundiendesakuchikor@’felt that my step-sister ill-treated me, sheusefd to pay for
my education at a local government school, and tilab sometimes she made me spend the
whole day without food especially when | was ldéiree in her absence. | realised that in me my

sister had found a house maid and that is the meaky she refused to send me to school)

Sometime in November 2012, months after she statggdng with her sister, Cleo was sick and
almost died because her sister did not want to teketo the hospital or at least buy her
medication and food, because she said she didavet tmoney. The sister failed even to borrow
from friends and relatives in order to save heid €2leo. She survived by the grace of God
because she finally got assistance from a distant ¢gete) who had visited and sympathized
with her. The aunt took her to the nearest climd bought her medication and some basic food
stuffs which assisted her to recover. Cleo blamerdféther’'s polygamous marriageafika) for

the soured relations with her sister. Although rtimeothers were not under the same roof, they
were always in conflicts and these conflicts anfighting tore the family apart and made them
(as sisters) distant. The remnants of this confidden up bringing were still evident within
them as children. In February 2013 she found ag®la house maid in Chitungwiza. She was
only employed for a few weeks before her sistesediher to come back home because she felt
her own children would have no one to take caréthem and Cleo continued to stay at home

looking after her sister’s children.

Her environment was the main reason why she rary ween home to go to Namibia in search
of employment so that she could start a new lifé afford herself all the basics that she was
being denied of by her sister. She left Zimbabwdune and used her passport, which she had
gotten when her grandmother was still alive, tessrthe border through the designated crossing
points in Plumtree and proceeded to Namibia vissBaha. When she got to Namibia, she found
a job as a maid in Windhoek and worked as a maic femall family. She worked from June
until November when she decided to come back tdbZlbwe for two main reasons. Firstly her
employer defaulted in paying her salary(s) on nwuermonths so she felt exploited. Her

employer took advantage of the fact that she didhawe a work permit. If she looked for
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another job, it is highly unlikely that she woul@ lable still to stop another employer from

defaulting for as long as she did not have a werknit.

The other reason that made Cleo come back home&hatshe was raped by a taxi driver one
day on her way from the Namibian immigration offisilst on her way back home. On the
fateful day, because it was getting late, she lemhedtaxi as a lonely passenger from the station
to go back home after spending the day trying te@ss a work permit unsuccessfully. The taxi
driver took a longer route in order to avoid trafiongestion, however the route also passed
through an inhabited arid forest. She and the tmwer were engaged in some casual
conversation although the driver asked her a femqmal questions but she took the enquiry
casually although she suspected that the taxi dreaised that she was an illegal immigrant.
After some distance along the way, the driver snjdmade a sharp turn at high speed into the
adjacent arid forest as if he was being chaseaimesne or something. It was deep into the arid
forest that the driver suddenly stopped and theedder once. She tried to scream but no one

could hear her as they were far away from nearlwgé® and roads.

After the incident she made a report to her emplaye did not believe her, and accused her of
faking as cover for her lateness in reporting forutyd she said
“sezvondakangandanonokakudzokakumbavakamhanyirgkidutmdirikudakuvharidziranyaya
nekupomera taxi driver kutiandibata,
izvizvakandishungurudzazvikuruzvekutindakadembadinaamaivangu” (because | was late in
coming back home, my employer quickly thought thatanted to cover up my lateness by
framing the taxi driver of raping me, this hurt sexiously and | regretted why my mother died).
After the incident, for several times her employerbally abused her, called her all sorts of
names. She lamented that if only her mother wilsabitie she would not endure all that trauma
and things would have been different. It was orftgrawo days of insistence that the employer
finally let her visit the police to make a repddpon arriving at the police station, the police

advised her to visit the hospital for a post-parfophylaxis and counseling. She only managed
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to visit the hospital on the fifth day after theislent because the employer did not have money
for bus fare to the nearest clinic. The hospitalsawnly managed to counsel her because she
feared that it was a bit too late for a post-partpmphylaxis because it could only be
administered within 72 hours of being raped. Clealized she was pregnant after two months.
As soon as she got her salary she took the firsttdbeome back home. It was in Botswana that
she got herself arrested in order to get free pamsrom Botswana to Zimbabwe in order to

save some money.

During the interview Cleo also wanted advice on tlvbeshe should tell her boyfriend who was
in Zimbabwe about what happened. She feared tisaeitold him, he might end the relationship
forthwith. She further explained that her sistemted nothing to do with her and offered no
advice at all. She said:“sisivanguvakatototi ‘handidi kana nekunzwatuny@ayako,
ndakakutigarapanoiweukatiza, = wakazviidzamunhuwagkanasakaitatigoonakwaunosvika”
(my sister said ‘I do not want to hear any of ypatty stories, | told you to stay here but you ran,
you thought you were clever so go on and we seeilderesult’) The researcher managed to
advise her to inform her boyfriend about what hayggeso that he makes a decision himself
when it's still early, and the researcher also seeed her that whatever happens, it will not be
the end of world. She also could still start anoiife here in Zimbabwe. She was also advised
that she could still get a new job here in Zimbalasea house maid, or she could get assistance
from charity organisations such as Girl Child Netkvamong others that help victims of abuse

in many respects.

Case 5

Precious was a 17 year old girl who came from Gok®bke left home in order to be united with
her Zimbabwean husband who worked in BotswanahdebandBaba Tinohad been working
in Botswana for many years now. Precious left stmo@®012 when she was doing Form 4
because she had fallen pregnant. The husbandpaigtsvakiraikunin May 2013, and soon

after, he requested that she followed him to Botsew&he did not have a passport because she
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could not afford one yet but would apply for onesasn as she raised enough money. For her to
get to Botswana she was assisted by the bus dwiverhid her in the bus until she reached her
destination in Botswana, she saidunbngopamariyakoyechiokomuhomwekuna bus driver
iyeanozivawaanopaiweunozongoonawayambukapasinaaibohza” (you simply bribe the
bus driver by giving him money and he knows whaitee (at the border) then you just find
yourself on the other side of the border). Whengbtdo Botswana, Precious was happily united

with her husband, and together they leaved in atoalled Mangod.

As a form of employment Precious does ‘piece jobskutsvaira, kuwacha,
kuchengetavananezvimwew@leaning, washing, taking care of children amotigen, in order

to complement her husband’s salary. Since bothasldeher husband were irregular migrants,
she basically attributed their stay, that is, rettigg arrested in Botswana, to sheer luck because
she could easily get arrested during police raiitsthe fateful day they were however unlucky
to get caught with no legal documents when the \Baris police raided them during a door to
door search in their area. They were taken to dagast police station. The prison cell as was a
real torture, she had this to say:“tainyimwachikafu, mumajere macho
mainhuwamuineuchapanetsvinéve were not given food, the prisons were smellthyf and
dirty). She planned to get herself a passport @ s possible so that they could live in

Botswana as legal residents.

Case 6

Thembi was a 16 year old girl from Dombodema, asadocated about 30 kilometers from
Plumtree town. Thembi lived with her two little biners, one aged 14 and the other one aged 11
both of whom she took care of after the death efrtharents. The three lived at their parents’
house in Dombodema. She left home because she roulbntinue taking care of her siblings
anymore since the money they received after théhdefatheir parents had basically been all
spent. The relatives had taken some part of theteesly force. She did not have a passport

because their parents died before they could gah thassports as they had planned, she said:
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“SengihlalaeBotswanangobakululaukutholaumsebenzi.
Ngibuyaekhayanxakulamakhefuamadengithengeleabaatwadla.
Kwezinyeizikhathingiphongukuthumezaimaliinyangaggergaeyesondloleyesikolo”. {
basically now live in Botswana because it is mua$ier to get jobs in Botswana and | only came
back home on long holidays groceries for the chitdotherwise she just sends money every
month for the siblings upkeep and school fees).ddierent occasions, when she wanted to
return home to see her little brothers she eitbardied the bus or got herself deported to get free
transport for herself and her groceries coming habrereturning from home she either paid the
bus driver or went with her friend using the trefthe explained that when she got to Botswana
she started off bydoingmapiece jobsyhich are basically casual jobs such as washimgnihg

the house etc. She got a job as house maid laterontinued to do ‘piece jobs’ to complement
her salary. She earned between 100Pula to 150Bul#ay from ‘piece jobs’ (usually weekends)
depending on the type of work and the type of eyglavhile she earned 3000 Pula from her
salary and she normally pocketed between 3500 t8u&®00 Pula per month. She would then

send half her monthly earnings back home for H#ingjs’ upkeep.

The first time she left home she arranged withldarty friend who was also known for living in
Botswana for many years without any legal documemtse friend was a member of the
JohwanMasowe (Saturday) and by their church dectifirey are not allowed to have national
IDs and passports but she had stayed in Botswanandmy years. On the day she went to
Botswana for the first time, they boarded a busauplumtree border, when they arrived at the
border, they boarded a goods train from Plumtr@etap to Francistown. Her friend knew an
official from the train crew whom they paid to snglegythem into Botswana. When they got to
Botswana, she stayed with her friend who also &sbiser to get her first ‘piece job’, after that
she got a job as a temporary maid. She worked tloera month because she was relieving
somebody who had come back to Zimbabwe on matelestye. Thembi was very happy of
living and working in Botswana, she said:
“engikuthakazelelayoyikuthiabanawamibalempahlazokkggdalokudlalokuthibayaesikolofl

am only happy that my siblings are clothed, fed goohg to school). For her to avoid being
arrested she got into her friends’ network, thiswoek is always very up to date with the Police
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raids in terms of when they happen so these gidsabvays away from their raids. She also
quickly learnt Setswana street language, and e @y dressing peculiar to girls in Botswana so

that she is not quickly spotted.

On the day she got arrested, she actually wantesh¥e her money and so she got herself
arrested by the Police so that she gets deporidtbugh the prison conditions were terrible, for
Thembi this was not the first time she was arrestetiad gotten used to the conditions and after
all her major aim is to save money so conditionsewee minor worry. After the deportation,
Thembi planned to go back to Botswana without wgstime because that had become her way

of living.

Case 7

Mandhlo was a 17 year old girl who lived in Plunsttewn with her husband, the two had one
child aged two years old. Mandhlo was a cross badmdeer, who basically went to Botswana
every month to buy clothes and household goods aadelevisions, radios, stoves and fridges
for resale in Plumtree town. Mandhlo did not hayeaasport and by the time of the filed work,
she had crossed the border on three separate @tsaShe had also applied for a passport the
previous month and was waiting for it to be reastydollection. Mandhlo got married while she
was still at school, doing Form three at a locélosd in Plumtree town (name withheld). What
pushed her to start going to Botswana was thatesléesed that her husband’s income was not
enough for the whole family, she had this to sawezinyeizikhathiumkamiubuyaengaselamali.
Nxangimbuzaukuthingizwisiseukuthiuyisengaphikageksi
Kwezinyeizikhathiucinaengitshayaesithingibuzakalolduthingikhulumakakhulu.
Ngikhumbulakwezinyeizikhathingisiyacelaukudlangkkaynamaongizalayongobaumkamikangi
gcini. Umkamiuyathengisaesitolonjalokaholiimaliage
Kumelengidingeindlelayokuziphilisangobaangikwarksimelelaumkakheukuthiazomgcifsdm
etimes my husband comes home without any monewaed | try to understand what happened

with the money the stories just do not add up,sordetimes | get beaten up for asking too much
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and talking too much. | remember several times whead to get food from my mother’'s house
simply because my husband was not supportive).hlisband was a shop attendant who did not
earn much and so she needed to find means of istHrsance because she could no longer
depend on her husband who was not fully supporfWeer getting into the cross border trade,
she would no longer fully be dependent on her hugb&he could feed her family, and pay rent.
She targeted salaried clients because they weraadalifficult in terms of debt recovery and for

her, delivery was always upon paying a deposit.

Due to the nature of her trade where she crossetdider every month she had already applied
for a passport (the previous month) and she wasingafor it to be ready for collection.
Mandhloordinalrily crossed to Botswana via the wigigated entry points in the company of a
malayithsand also comes back through the same route jusé ¢tothe border. The very first
time she went to Botswana she was in the compasgwn other irregular migrants who were
also from Plumtree town and most of whom were knéavher. They crossed the border under
the guidance of amalayithsavho escorted them until they were close to the raad

Ramakwebana, she was very terrified, she said:

“ngasengisesabasesifikaphakathilaphoesasimelesitstiabulapu.
Ngangikengezwangokubanjwaiganyavulukubanjwainkgabomaguma.
Ngangilokhengithandazaukuthilezozintoaziyenzekikimi
NgangisesabalamapholisaaweBotswanaengangilokhemgiskuthibayahambisaabantu
abababambayoenkundleniyeNkosilaphoabafikabetshakhakukazi.
NgathisengibonaumgwaqosesingenilekweleBotswanakangngisizwainhliziyoyamiis
ihlaliseka”. (I was terrified when we got deep into the ungeated entry points. | had
heard stories of people being raped, others rolbddbeaten bpmagumaand was just
praying that nothing like that happens to us. | aias afraid of the Botswana Police who
were famous for taking irregular migrants to thedks court for thorough beating. By

the time we crossed the undesignated entry pdifelt,relieved to see the main road).
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From the road they boarded a bus that took thefraocistown where she hoarded her first

goods for resale. She boarded another bus and lsackehome after bribing the driver to cross

with their goods while she and the other women fsdiek crossed with used undesignated route
only to meet with the bus after the boarder. Shetvikgther to say that from the first experience,

she was more relaxed and with every experiencg&@ve in confidence but she was quick to say
that it was never safe crossing via that undesgghantry points because every day was different
and they would be unlucky one day where they waadily find themselves in the hands of

omagumama.

On the day she was deported she remembered thathtéd crossed the border via the
undesignated entry points without any problemsasusoon as they got to the main road while
waiting for transport, they were trapped by thedBa@na Police. She said that she thought they
had spotted them from a distance while they weitkistthe bush since they crossed early
morning. The Police then surrounded and pouncethem once they got to the road. She said
that all of a sudden some men in Botswana natianmaly uniforms were behind them while
others were on horses in front of them and no an#dcrun away because it was too risky and
there was nowhere to run. She said she was sddng to death because she had never seen
horses at close range, let alone being arrestedh frat point, they were taken to the Police cells
and were detained there overnight and got depdhedollowing day. Commenting about the
prison conditions and the treatment from the Patdice said the conditions in the prison were
terrible. They had no food until in the morning whihey were given plain porridge only. She
also said that she felt the Police were not corezkabout their welfare because there was not
enough food, and not enough blankets for themetepsind they also slept on the floor. This was
her time being in a prison cell and she felt it vaasexperience never to be repeated. Mandlo
further said that she was basically going hometog@wanda and collect her passport then she
can continue doing cross border in a better wageshy then the passport should have been

ready for collection.
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Case 8

Jahman, so called because of his dreadlocks, Wésyaar old boy from Bulawayo who claimed
to be doing very well as a cross border trader iezaf what he had achieved in the short space
of time that he had been in the business. Jahmdrtls#t he started doing cross border trading
while he was still in school with his elder brothercause the brother wanted to reduce goods
declaration costs. Jahman used to have a passgattdot stolen a few months back while he
was away, since then he had been crossing thereit®ut one. He said the brother got him a
passport and he would accompany him during schobtdys and he would list some his
brother’s goods as his at the border to avoid gagitise duty. He said his father was late while
his mother was there in LuveveTownship staying with siblings and some grandchildren. He

was inspired by his brother while he was growinghghad this to say:

“Ngabonaukuphumelelaokwakusenzaumfowethuinhliziydyathatheka.
NgesikhathingifikakuForm 3
ngasengithetheisinqumosokuthingitshayeidabulapursggtukuthengangithengisanjengo
bangasengifundekumfowethu.
Njengobangangingakhliphangakangakoesikolongaborgdamoukuthingingadlalisiimal
iyabazalibami.
Yikhongathathaisinqumosokuthingitshiyaisikolongéileleamaphuphoarhi (I got the
inspiration from my brother who seemed to be deiexy well. At form three, | had made
up my mind that | wanted to be a cross border aadl&arnt the tricks from my brother. |
realised that | was not gifted in academics anédiadkd not to waste my time and my

parents’ money, | therefore made the decision tbspiool to pursue my dreams).

After he made this decision, his mother was vergetiand even attempted to force him back
into school, tried counselling him, and even instied his brother to take him back to school but
all was in vain because he had made up his mindteré was nothing anyone could do about
that.
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Now that he was a few years into the business idehgafelt he was doing very well because he
had managed to open his own table at the flea marie@ was now an employer of one person
who worked on his table. Jahman said he had martagezhieve that through determination and
some assistance from his brother who had assigtedvith the capital and expertise to open the
shop. He also said not only does he run his talldaé also supplies goods per order to three big
shops in the town of Bulawayo. He however said & dther commitments that needed money
that is why he did not have a passport. Besides ¢imathe rare occasions that he crossed the
border he got assistance from his brother’s friehd was amalayitshaand that option did not
need a passport and it was cheaper because hiebsdriend only charged him transport fees.
Jahman said that most of the trips he sent his ®@raplto South Africa or Botswana to get

supplies since she has a valid passport.

On the day he was arrested he said that he wastcalnge doing his shopping in the Indian

town in Francistown and he suspects it was a tipetause of the manner in which he was
arrested. He said he and other irregular migraet® \arrested by plain clothes policeman. They
just came straight to them, asked for passportsadrah they could not produce them, they got
arrested. They were then taken to the police stattbere they were detained until they got
deported after two days. For Jahman, this washeofitst time being in prison, he had been in
prison once in Zimbabwe and had also been arrestddast once in Botswana for border
jumping. Due to these experiences he had gottehacdustomed to being in prison and so this
was not a new experience. When he got arrestedalde arrangements with his brother’s friend
to bring him his supplies to Zimbabwe on his waygkaHe said this experience was not a
deterrent because crossing the border was now his af life and in his business these

experiences are to be expected.
Case 9

Tapiwa was a 15 year old boy who came from Loweefsmand he had lived in Botswana with
his uncle ever since his parents separated andakdeit to live with his mother who could not

raise his fees until he dropped out of school wimenwas in Form One. Tapiwa said
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“amaivaindishungurudzavachindiroveratunyayatudikinamusoronedzimwedzekunyepamamwe
mazuvandairaranenzara kana vandipomeramhosvandagm@my mother traumatized me,
beating me up for petty issues and some other &dlisgations while in some days | would sleep
without eating when she accused me of somethingd hat do then | deny ever doing it). After
separation, his mother later married another mahtlaa two had two children. His father also
got married to another woman and they had one .cHislmother made it clear the she does not
want to stay with him because she says he is npugid will cause problems in her second
marriage. Tapiwa said that his father on the offaerd did not come out clear but he was always
promising to come take him but he never did so.tl@noffences and the false accusations he
said sometimes he would be accused of stealing yntedding food without express permission,
or not attending to cattlékudzoramombe)ntil they stray into neighbours fields. He was
however quick to mention that some days would ffergint and they would get along quiet well
with his mother but those days are very few, mos¢$ she would be moody and very angry. He
said
“nguvayavozhinjivanengevachingopopotavasingafarbuagondijinyurapesepesepasinazvanda

mboita” (most of her time she would be angry at me, shgudtin no apparent reason).

Having endured this abuse from his mother, he nthdedecision to migrate when his uncle
visited them over Christmas. He had a very longveosation and begged him to take him to
Botswana. He said his mother was not agreeabliesabecause she felt he was still too young
and did not have a passport but later on she adogddm to go after his uncle talked to her
some more. Tapiwa said the day he left Lower Gweas his happiest day of his life. They
drove to Plumtree and since he did not have a passps uncle smuggled him into Botswana.
They reached Mahalapye where he stayed with hideuric Botswana, Tapiwa had been
learning brick laying from his uncle for over a ye#the time of the research he saw himself as
a brick layer because he said he had gained ereyggrience. He further said that whenever his
uncle was coming home they would come togetheruseche sometimes missed his mother and
would take the opportunity to come home and seerhere so since he does not have a passport,
he said,’ndinotyakufambandegapasinasekury(l,am afraid to travel alone without my uncle).
Tapiwa felt that his life had changed for the hettehe had this to say:
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“hupenyuhwanguhwashandukaikezvinonekutihandichioadishungurudza,
ndotengahembenechikafupandinodira, endendodyaciukahdinoda, chose
chandaishaiwandavekuchiwanany life has changed a lot for the better becawse Inam in a
more peaceful environment, | can now afford to buyself clothes and feed myself anytime).
He further said he was now getting along with hithrer because he talks to her a lot, sends her
money and groceries every month and sees her weepessible. Tapiwa had no intentions of
staying in Zimbabwe because he was happy in Bo@warere he was more independent and

now has a career.

On the day he got arrested, they had just comphsieid most recent contract, and it had been
four months since he last saw his mother, his uadiesed that they get him deported so that he
gets free and safe transport straight to his dtep while his uncle fixed his vehicle which had
broken down. His uncle would then follow him to Ziabwe after which the two would go back
to Botswana together. For him to get deported g that his uncle pretended to be a Batswana,
phoned the police tipping them of irregular migsamind their location (where Tapiwa was
located) and the police came to round him up. Tapi@membered the period he was in a cell
but said since his uncle had hinted him, he was @mdre prepared but still the conditions are not
enjoyable because there was no food and no blankéier being deported his aim was to
continue with his plan, and he said‘tirikungoendamberinezvatakaronganasekuru,
ndirikuendeswakumbaneve Child Centre ndonoonaan@iimiirirasekurukutivazonditora kana
vauya”, (everything is still according to how we had plasingith my uncle, | will be taken
home by Child Centre personnel then | see my matinde | wait for my uncle to come to then
we go back together when he comes). He was howsaening to apply for a passport as soon
as he raised enough money for the application. & & the moment he wanted to give the

money he had to his mother to pay fees for hisrgjbl

6.0 Discussion and Analysis of the Findings

The cases highlight that each child has their oterydo tell, which may be different from the

other child. The children might all migrate to Betna for example in search of employment but
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their circumstances in most cases are differenis $action will analyse the cases highlighted
above in line with the earlier stated research tipres. The new sociology of childhood will also
be reflected on in line with the data gathered fittvn children. Further to that, in this section,
existing literature will also be revisited in light the data gathered in order to complement the
existing body of knowledge. While they have diffarstories search for some common threads

in addition to differences

6.1 Reasons for Irregular repeat migration amorilgrem

6.1.1 Poverty

According to Ellen Wratten (1995) poverty can madack of income to afford basic necessities
such as food, shelter, clothing, health among dblasics which society deems necessary. Sen
(1981), Chambers (1989) looks at vulnerability @miitlements where one is poor if they are
vulnerable or defenseless or insecure towards shatiless, risk etc. One is also poor when they
have no command or ownership of resources to todiden times of shocks and stress. This
paper takes the conventional income determinamtitien although the definitions by Sen and
Chambers will also be applicable. The cases from ¢hildren interviewed reveal that a
significant number of children leave their homesrigrate to other countries so as to run away
from poverty or deprivation from basic needs sushhealth, adequate food, clothes and
education among other. The cases of Sipho, Cledlraethbi attest to the fact that lack of food,
clothing, school among other factors push childieieave their homes in search of income
(through employment) for them to afford these basicessities. Sipho for example left his home
where he was staying with his grandmother becawsgrtandmother could no longer send him
to school, afford him clothes among other thingsiéeded. When he left Kezi for Botswana, his
major reason for migrating was to look employmentteat he could buy food, clothes, and send
money to his grandmother. Even when deported, ttieitdren continue to go back to Botswana
because they still want to work. The search forlegment, or the scare of poverty continues to
drive irregular repeat migration among childrene3é children will continue to go back to
Botswana for as long as they can still find jobsthat country and they will continue to be
irregular migrants for as long as they have notrgeted enough money to afford passports and

work permits.
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Researches done by Huijsmans (2008) among the h#édren supports the labor migration
results obtained in this study. Among the Lao peophe majority of their children would
migrate into Thailand in search of employment idasrfor them to afford basic provisions such
as food, shelter among others. In addition, studmse by Camacho (1999) in the Philippines
tracked children who migrate into the Philippinedoecome domestic workers because they had
endured many years of poverty in their homes. Tlstisdies do so well in showing the agency
that these children possess in trying to change likes through seeking gainful employment.
Instead of them waiting to be consumed by povehgse children take the role that was once
reserved for elders, the role of working and fegdior the family. Huijsmans in his study also
mentions that not all the children in his studiesdrmigration decision made for them, but that
some of the children in his study actually makedkeisions by themselves and go on to make
travel arrangements by themselves without the bélthe adults. These studies confirm the
assertion by the new sociology of childhood thatdcen are not passive recipients of stimuli,
but that they are actually creators of their owaiaonorlds (Qvortrup et al 1994) in the same in
which the children in this study took it upon thees to afford themselves food and clothing
by being employed outside the country.

The studies by Huijsmans (2008) and Camacho (19839 focusing mainly on child labor

migration. Whilst many children may repeatedly ratgrirregularly for labor purposes, this is
not necessarily true for some other children whgrate for family reunion for example, hence
this study complements the gaps left by the aboeationed studies among a host of other

studies done in this area.

6.1.2 Unconduciveliving environment

Besides poverty or low incomes as alluded to absemetimes children run away from abusive
environments at home. In the cases of Cleo, Mandhtb Tapiwa, they ran away from abusive
guardians, spouse and parent respectively althéargMandhlo she continued to live with her

husband but she changed the living conditions e ttbuse by contributing to the household
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income. Mandhlo did not run away from her husbdnd,she changed the living conditions by
bringing in income and this also changed the homarenment. She could no longer wait for
the husband to bring money home, and she also eloppmplaining about her husband’s
money. In the end, the abuse from the husband endesd is a classic case of a child who
changes her social world by using her agency toghahe structure. Whilst Tapiwa depended
on another adult, Mandhlo depended on herself amgimg her life world. In fact for Tapiwa, it
was merely a change of guardianship, form his midtndis uncle although it must be pointed
out that he took it upon himself to initiate theanlge in guardianship. For Cleo on the other
hand, the story was different. She ran away fronalaumsive sister to fall into the hands of an
abusive employer. It is from this angle that theMFA (2006) project argues that there are
instances where children because of their age asifitinue to be vulnerable in-spite of their
agency. SAMP’s argument is that children are edsi@buse because of their young age, their
small bodies and their short life experiences. Ya(R009) also documented young girls who
were sexually abused in South Africa while theyeveeeking asylum from Somalia. However,
SAMP fell short of realizing that children do nafsj sit passively and endure abuse but they

sometimes find other adults to rescue them fronsalsuch as what Tapiwa did.

6.1.3 No support fromparents for children to acgpassports.

The cases from the children also reveal that cuiteimber of parents are not very supportive
towards their children accessing passports. The oadMpumi and Nkosi are such examples
where the parents are there but just do not cotmnassist their children get passports. What is
more intriguing is that some parents actually cleotws pay aromalayitshavho costs not less

than 2000 Rands, and yet a passport only costadeqof that amount. It would certainly be

much cheaper and a lot safer if these childrengessports because they would not walk long
distances through the night in the forests but @aimply get into the bus, get through the
border until they reach their destinations saf&lhilst this trend is not widely supported by

literature it is one that is growing in Zimbabweew ‘border-jumping’, as some of the children
put it, has because widespread such that sometpaidlennot see the dangers they put their
children under. Mpumi and Nkosi whilst they areaapmigrants in the sense that they have

crossed the border before irregularly or regulathgir migration is not as often as that of the
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other children such as Sipho, Thembi or Jahmais. llkely, from the researcher’s observation
that Nkosi will not migrate irregularly again besauhey already had passports in South Africa
which the parents had taken for border stampingak not very clear during the study however
if Mpumi would continue to migrate irregularly espely due to the experiences he went
through and the negative emotions that he exhilatea result of his experience in the jungle

and in the prison.

The cases of Mpumi and Nkosi shows that the thebryew sociology of childhood cannot be
applied universally to all cases. There is needcadknowledge that whilst children are not
passive, there are structural constraints that mhibit the exercise of their agency. When
children live with their parents, or have theirguats provide for them, they have little exercise of
their agency when these parents give an instruétiothem to follow. Not all children will be
like Jahman who stood up to his mother in ordéoliow his dream, most children like Mpumi
and Nkosi will simply follow the instructions oféir parents even though they did not see the
logic of them crossing the border using undesighatents when it is cheaper and safer to use a
passport. For the case of Nkosi for example, it ldidhave been cheaper, safer and less time
consuming for the parents to courier the passpdrntrh so that he boards a bus through to South
Africa. It must therefore be mentioned that somesinchildren are not given room to exercise

their agency by structures that control them.

6.1.4 School holiday migration

During the period of economic decline and politisatability in Zimbabwe during the period
2000 to 2009, many families fled the country (Magaiet al 2009). Some of these families left
their children at home and crossed the border talSAfrica, Botswana, and United Kingdom
among other countries. Some sought and were grastgdm status and now they cannot come
home easily. It is their children who then havéditow their children in the diaspora when they
break for school holidays. Statistics from IOM (2Dp&lso show that during school holidays
migration figures go up, and these figures are qaatsed by adults in migration but also by
children in migration. During the period of theefil work, the researcher encountered three
children who were deported while on their way tatBoAfrica to spend the school holidays with

their parents. The cases of Mpumi, Nkosi and Nkogdung brother (who was not interviewed
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because he was afraid of being interviewed) aré sases. These children go to school in
Zimbabwe but their parents are in South AfricaZimbabwe they live with guardians, mostly
grandmothers. While Nkosi and his young brother Badith African passports that were in
South Africa, Mpumi did not have a passport at Blle respective parents then arranged with
omalayitsh&o smuggle their children to South Africa via Bo&éswa. The strange thing in both
cases is that the parents chose to take the mpensive and riskier route (riskier as evidenced
by the children’s stories and which the childreaniselves said they would not want to repeat
such experiences), while they could have used opdi$50) of that money (2000 Rands) to get
their children passports. The research done bya&itn$2010) in Dhaka also shows that children
sometimes migrate for purposes of reunificatiorhvtiteir families. Children would travel from
the rural areas to Dhaka to be with their familid®ssain however was focusing on inward
migration, where the children are not leaving thantry but moving from one city to the other.
In Hossain's study therefore the children would need a passport and tracking their repeat
migration would then be difficult because entry &xit points are not controlled nor monitored.

This study on the other hand was focusing on irtigsnal migration.

Other children who are married migrate in ordetbé&reunited with their spouses, especially
girls or young mothers. Precious for example mgpab Botswana in order to be reunited with
her husbandBaba Tino Precious maintained that she would only come kackimbabwe

permanently when and Baba Tinas also coming back, otherwise for as long as lisband is

still working in Botswana, she will also stay in Bwana no matter how many time she gets
deported because she felt that she is still youmgcannot see herself living on her own without
her husband especially is these days with HIV aslggamy being rife. She however mentioned
that she would apply for a passport as soon thieg enough money so that they do not always

have to be deported.

6.2 Challenges Faced by Irregular Repeat Childrenigration
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6.2.1 Travel from Home to Botswana

During the process of irregular migration, one @itluses the jungle or bribes immigration
officials at the border either personally or thrbulje bus driver. Some children however use the
jungle for them to cross into Botswana. The casesl @above show that sometimes children
walk long journeys from their homes to the pointendthey meet the middle-men. Evidence
from Mpumi suggests that these children walk forglalistances during the night in the bush
until they get to their meeting point with thmpisi. According to Mpumi, during the walk, he
felt very tired and hungry because he had ran bhar and the distance was very long. This
has always been a big challenge for most irregoiagrants as literature has shown. The
researches done by Huijsmans (2008) with the @mnldvho migrate from Lao to Thailand, and
also that done by Camacho (1999) amongst the Bimkpchildren have also shown that children
walk for long distances during irregular migratidie challenges that these children endure are
that by the time reach their destination their legsuld be swollen among other health

challenges (Camacho 1999).

The researcher further interrogated some of thidreim during the interviews on the issue of
‘uncles’ that these children kept on referring Tte researcher gathered that they are in fact
hired smugglers who assist the migrants to geteoinalaitsha’'sehicle on the other side of the
border. In Ndebele they are calledpisi, meaning a hyena because they travel through tle, nig
among other characteristics. Thepisknows the routes through the undesignated entnytgoi
and they have a mastery of the safe routes thatanerone to wild and dangerous animals, they
also know the base camps of the feaaathgumugumaand also even the patrol routes and
timetables of the patrol police. They further kndle language and approach when they
encounter the border patrol police. Tihepisiis hired either by the parents or by thmalaitsha,
and they are mostly people who are known in thersomty or are known by a relative in the
community and so they are not strangers. In the cadMpumi, Baba Maria, for example is a
known distant relative who is in that business ad hired by Mpumi’s parents to get Mpumi

to across the border through the undesignated gmiints to get to th@malaitsha'sehicle
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Sipho on the other hand arranged his dmpisito him across the border and also arranged his

own omalaitshato get him to Botswana.

In this way, the children reduced the chances tfngearrested, getting attacked by dangerous
animals as well falling victim t@magumagumawWhen the children did succeed to get into
Botswana, they sought areas that are not proneltoePraids so that they stay safer, and the
children also reported that they learnt Setswama,Tswana way of walking and dressing very
fast in order not be quickly identified as foreigheThis practice supports the assertions put
forward by the New Sociology of Childhood theoryighhstate that children are actually human
beings in their own right who have the capacityskt@mpe their own destiny, have agency to
reshape and dictate their lives. The Lao childidaijmans 2008) also used some middle men
to assist them to cross into Thailand. This demates that children have indeed the capacity to

renegotiate the challenges that stand in their way.

6.2.2 Prison Conditions

All the children that the researcher spoke to bemadahe conditions of the prisons in Botswana
for their inhabitable state. In a study done byh&@t van de Burg (2013) on child asylum seekers
in South Africa, prison conditions in South Africae better than those experienced by the
children in this study. The children in South A&i@re protected by article 22 (1) of the
Convention on Rights of the Child as ratified in829in South Africa, the children when
imprisoned are given proper and enough food, beddimd blankets among other things. The
children were interviewed in this study on othendhapoke negatively of the food rationing that
they experienced in the cells saying that they vggren porridge and plain tea in the morning
and they would spend the whole with no other nieather to that the tea was served in plates
and not in cups. The prison cells were dirty anel8ng, there were no facilities to bath and the
toilets were inside the cells making them smellnewerse. This made them afraid of contracting
diseases like cholera and typhoid which are watendy and TB which is air borne among
others. The children also decried the lack of shegpeds and blankets. The children recounted

that one would be given only one blanket if luckgpecially when the cell is not holding so
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many inmates. The same conditions applied tanthgumbakumbayhich are trucks that ferry
migrants from Botswana to Zimbabwe, these are iugds which can carry up to 80 migrants.
The children recounted that thessagumbakumb@aould be stuffy, and with no separation
between children and adults. Sometimes they woatdyanigrants from as far as Gaborone,
which is about 500km from the border and travettad way nonstop until they get to the border
and sometimes they would be standing as the trdokaot have enough seats for everyone

because they are not designed like buses whem dineiseats for everyone.

6.2.3 Employment in Botswana

The majority of children who migrate to Botswanadfithemselves doing menial jobs mostly.
Sipho, Precious, Thembi, Tapiwa and Cleopatra (Waniwere doing menial jobs such as
herding cattle (Sipho), house maids (Cleopatra Bmembi), and daggaboy (Tapiwa) and piece
jobs (Precious). Due to their migrant status, tleaypnot risk looking for more formal jobs

otherwise they will just get caught and be deporféw only jobs that they can get are those in
the informal sector although they are mostly exptoie according to Cleopatra because the
employer pays lower salaries and sometimes thegutteh paying. According to SAMP (2006),

in Southern Africa, many children who migrate ib#lg often end up in prostitution or being

trafficked for sex slavery purposes. According he {CRC) Convention on the Rights of the
Child (van de Burg 2013) all this is classified chsld labor for as long as they are gainfully
employed when they are below the age of 16. The G&Cput age restrictions with regards to
when a child can begin to work. However, the cleitdm this study, and those studied by other
scholars such as Huijsmans (2008), Camacho (1998ger (2000), SAMP (2006) among

others have defied the dictates of this law a$iedtin most parts of the world and have taken up

gainful employment regardless.

Other children interviewed during this filed workwever were into cross border trading and
they expressed satisfaction with what they wereglolahman for example felt that he was a
successful cross border trader who was now actually employing someone to work for him,

despite his young age. Jahman made a decisionitsahool, against the expectation of his
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mother, his teachers, and the society that he gigwn. He then ventured into a trade that is
ordinarily dominated by adults on a full time baared has been doing quite well according to
him. In addition, instead of waiting for the exteddfamily to assist them as orphans,
Thembirealised that such help was not forthcoming she used her agency to find means to
provide food, access to health, clothing and edwowator her siblings by looking for
employment in Botswana. She was also introducea network of friends that would inform

them of any planned raids by the police to avoiddparrested.

These are some of the challenges that childrenifaspite of their agency, and also in spite of
their competencies as espoused by the new sociologyildhood theory. The theory according
to (Qvortrup 2006) does not see children as vubieraecause of their age and this limitation
ignores the possible challenges that children imdidvertently face because of their age. The
SAMP report of 2006 documents children in South&fmca who have been exploited through
being taken as slaves in manual labor and als@xaslaves. The report further attributes this
exploitation to the children age and vulnerabilfarther to that, the Save the Children study of
Zimbabwean children (2006) found that many youmnty gisome aged as young as 12 - ended up
being involved in the sex trade along the highwakihg Zimbabwe to the Mozambican port of
Beira in Sofala province among others busy areaa. previous study, Save the Children found
that young Zimbabwean and Zambian sex workersdiuiregularly in areas along the Zambezi
River in central Mozambique were found popular witen due to the perception that they were
exploitable (SAMP 2006) because of their young age.

However, other children such as Jahman and Mangdd their agency to recreate their social
lives. This is really in line with the theory ofeémew sociology of childhood which states that
children are not passive, they are not half aduitsalf humans but they are actually creators of
their life worlds. Jahman had a dream (althoughas inspired by his brother), and that dream
was not conforming to his socialization and expwmta from his parents, but he defied the

structures and recreated his own life through genay in order to follow his dream.
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6.3 Survival Strategies that repeat irregular chilgrants make during migration.

6.3.10malayithsaand bus drivers

The moment unaccompanied children leave their hamid®ut legal travel documents and start
the journey to another country (Botswana in thisegathere are risks that lie ahead of them. On
the way to Botswana for example, the children iis 8tudy said they had heard of stories of
other children arrested and taken to the Chieflatcfor whipping, while others mentioned that
they heard stories of other children being rapetpbed or even killed bpmagumagumarlo
avert these challenges, the children in this semlisted the assistance of Bnpisito take them

to Botswana. By using dmpisi who is more knowledgeable about the routes, pglateols etc,
the children reduce the risks that they will likéce. This is confirmed also by the studies of
Huijsmans (2008) where some of the Lao childremsted the help of middle men to cross the

borders to avoid police arrests among other risks.

6.3.2 Deportation System

Deportation system whilst it is meant to be a detdrto repeat irregular migrants, the children
in this study have managed to manipulate if torthenefit when they want to come back home.
By deported, the trucks carry these children feefto the Zimbabwean border. The cases show
that the children can get themselves arrested &\Btitswana Police so that they get deported
and in the process, get free transport to Zimbafwe.children were interviewed said that they
can actually phone the police pretending to becallopping the police of irregular migrants in
the area and provide the details of these migrdatsition. When the police come to raid, the
children simply cooperate and are arrested, and tater deported. When they get to the
Zimbabwean side, they are welcomed by the stathatlOM centre who provide them with
prepared food, and a further 10kgs of maize pltkgpof beans to take home. They are further
given free transport plus an escort from the gavemt to take them home right to the doorstep.
So when a child wants to come back home, they gimalnipulate the system to work towards
their advantage. Cleopatra, Thembi, Tapiwa and@uysed this route when they wanted to come

back home. Cleopatra was coming from Namibia wBifgho was already in Botswana and both
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wanted to come while saving some money for use whey get home. They got themselves
arrested by the police, got deported and in thegw®s, got free rides. By the time of my research,
Cleopatra was already preparing to be taken horktatare, while Sipho’s documents were still

being processed.

7.0 Conclusion

This study to a very large extent managed to anshemresearch objectives. This study has
shown that child repeat migration is multi-dimemsibin terms of the reasons why it happens.
For some children, the social backgrounds suchreskkup of the family due to divorce or death
causing many socio-economic challenges which thepgb children to look for solutions and

many end up migrating without legal travel docurseWhen parents break up or die, the
children are left in the care of guardians whohi@ majority of times fail to continue sending the
children to school and to provide basics such athitlg and food among others. For other
children on the other hand, they repeatedly migi@atdamily reunion purposes. During school

holidays, children cross borders to be with thairepts who live and work in other countries like
Botswana, South Africa among others. For young lemyghey also migrate to be with their

partners who live and work in foreign countries.

When children are confronted with challenges inrtlines, they do not wait to be succumbed by
those challenges but they put measures to confhase challenges. However, as this research
has shown, children, just like adults, sometimesidiosucceed in confronting those challenges.
In support of the new sociology of childhood thearlildren indeed have the agency to put in
place measures to confront the challenges that fibesy in their lives, and also measures to
protect them from possible dangers along the wal during their stay in foreign countries.
While some parents organize human smugglers far ¢hédren, other children contract human
smugglers on their own as a way of averting possitgks that may befall them. The human
smugglers know which routes to take to avoid connag@mgerous animals and border police,

they also know what time of the day to travel, disuaidnight, and also what to do or say when
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caught by border police. The children also quidelgrn the language of the host country, the
type of dressing and the areas that are ‘safe’ fpohte | order to avoid being arrested. | feltttha
indeed children are not passive recipients of dtjrbut every day they engage in activities that
shape and reshape their lives. Children have tipactty to analyse their destiny and put
measures to take charge of their own lives andgams destiny. According to Sipho, he felt
that if he did not ‘do something’ about his lifeg fwould remain poor or end up much worse than
he was, so he took it upon himself to change tleatidy. For Sipho, Botswana meant a new
home and a refuge, while for Precious it meantnapteary home until they decide to go back
home. According to Jahman, he realised that ifdr¢icued going to school he would be wasting
his time and his life would not be satisfactoryhio He then made the decision to be a cross

because that is what he wanted to do, and not b giarents wanted him to do.

This research has shown that there is no doubtcthifitren have agency in the sense of the
capacity to experience, interact, and make meamingf their lives but the agency should not
be overdrawn because it has certain limitationstdudeir age. In addition when Marx (1962)

wrote that people make their own history, he ugghay in a stronger sense, referring to
collective efforts to change existing power arrangets—for example, by challenging patterns of
exploitation. More so, even in the sense of ageagysed by Giddens explained above, the
agency in the case of children is rather limiteteirms of challenging or reshaping the structure,
some children in this research experienced somsealdor example Cleopatra said she was
emotionally abused by her employer, while she wlae aexually abused by a taxi driver,

Tapiwa and Mandhlo were emotionally and physicabbysed at home. The question on whether
children can exercise political agency partly dejseon one's definition of children. In the 1970s
and 1980s children as young as twelve were pumnbebars after they got involved in struggle

against apartheid in South Africa, infants and @hyear-olds for example are however clearly
not capable to take up this sort of action. Thesgte liberate children from a conceptual dual

standard whilst including them in frameworks such theories of agency that emphasize
autonomous and independent social action may velly lvave been overdrawn. Other factors

such as dependence and vulnerability, need, ansltlyramong other factors should also be in
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focus. The conclusion of this researcher is theeefioat indeed children have agency to reshape
their lives, but this agency has limitations du¢h® children’s body sizes and age.

Furthermore, this study has gone on to show thgtation for some children living in difficult
environments can be a survival strategy, a route ajudifficult circumstances, however
notwithstanding the extent to which they succeedlamg so. In the cases presented, some
children did not really succeed in doing so althowghers like Jahman, Sipho, Mandlo and
Thembi felt that their lives were now better thahatvit was before they started going to
Botswana. For others, they faced bigger challertpaa they had anticipated, Cleopatra for
example, faced serious challenges in coping wvighdfter the death of her grandmother who
had become her guardian after the death of henfzarder sister started ill-treating her, denying
her food and clothes, turning her into her own neticl Migrating to Namibia was a survival
strategy which she thought would end her misepesyide her with a better life among other

things but she fell into other challenges which fghled to cope with.

This study has also displayed the ability of claldiin participating as research respondents
without the need for an adult to verify their daféde children interviewed, regardless of age
proved to be very competent in responding to varion articulating their world view, their
experiences and their emotions. This goes on tbdudemonstrate that children have adequate
agency in them, and they are not becomings, buacttally creators of their own social worlds.

When they get into situations, they can adapt awisd mechanisms for survival.
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APPENDIX
Questionnaire for Children

My name is TonderaiCharehwa | am a student at Usityeof Zimbabwe doing a Master of
Science in Sociology and Anthropology. | am camgyout a research on repeat child migration at
IOM Reception and Support Centre. Please respodigarticipate in this interview as honest as
you can. | will not write nor use your name anyvehdyut will use a pseudo name which you

will choose. All information will be treated in cquete confidentiality. The interview is not

timed but may take between 30 to 60 minutes. Rpation in this research is voluntary and you
can choose not to answer any or all of the questiamd you can also choose take a break or to
end the interview at any time without vindicatioarh the interviewer. However | hope that you

will participate in this research since your vieave very important.

Do you want to ask me anything about the research?

Signature of Interviewer.............coiiiii i
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SECTION A: Personal Background of the Respondents

1. Before you crossed the border, where did yaalilivZimbabwe?

7. If not (question 7) why?
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SECTION B: Reasons for migration

8. Tell me about your home environment?

why?

12. Are there any dangers you faced on your wdaotswana?

TonderaiCharehwa: Msc Thesis 2014



68

TonderaiCharehwa: Msc Thesis 2014



69

18. Where do you live in Botswana, and how do yeidbeing caught?

20. With everything you have said (the dangersrisopment etc) Why did you go back to
Botswana, why not go back home?

CONCLUSION
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This brings to and an end our interview. Once agfaamk you very much for taking part in this
interview. | also take this opportunity to reiterdbhat the information discussed here will remain

as highly confidential as possible.
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