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1*0 INTRODUCTION.

Tha Southern Afrioa situation reels iIn struggles
against US imperialism and the White settler regimes
propped up by Western especially U,S, imperialism. Yet
in those struggles and in terms of mainly influencing the
course of events iIn the area concentrated on the terrain
of possible avenues for revolutionary breakthroughs is
the seething oontention between the superpower struggles
in the region, -

In a world eamnjurolture of articulated orises of
imperialist post-national i1ndependenoies, post-revolutionary
societies, and the world working olass movement and a phase
in which the initial Successful socialist and national
liberation struggles have seen imperialism being defeated
politicallyt the imperialist solution to the crisis
threatens life itself i1s, a nuclear winter.

Under conditions of struggles for world hegemony,
US-led i1mperialism battling against the Soviet Union®s
quest for an expanded pax Sovletiod is out to forcibly
impose i1ts iInjured Pax-Ameticana, From the sold war to
peaoeful coexistence, Detente to the present New Cold Wef,
the Grenada and the Euromissilas events point tendentially
to an Amerioan hegemonia predominance at world level.

Southern Afrioa is of partioular and critical
strategio importance to US imperialism and their War
block. Responses to imperialist domination of the region
veer from politics to economics. Politically, the region
iIs active with struggles for national liberation in South
Africa and Namibia in the mid3t of independencies without
liberation and liberations without independence in the
Frontline States,
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South Africa seen as the last bastion of White mino-

rity rule in Southern Afrioa iIs frantically combating the



liberation movement”™ both internally through increased

arms expenditure and more repressive legislation and
internationally through building closer economio and

military links ulith major Western powers as well as

building a "Sixth World" ooalition with international

Pariahs like Chile, Paraguay*;Uruguay and Israel”and ~iegi mes
esoalating intarference/deatabilization of Frontline
States,”

The oAU reoognized liberation movements suffering
from a crisis of revolutionary®political leadership
together with the #rontline States tend more and more
to lobby the imperialist powers to pressurize the Boer
ruling class to concede. democratic reforms with the
goal of a democratic republic .elected through universal
Suffrage, Both the official liberation movements and
the Frontline States have misrepresented the nature of
the struggle by concentrating on Anti—Apartheid and not
national liberation from imperialist domination and
exploitation of the peoples of the region. 1

Thus 1f "one of the strategies of NSSM 39 of the
Ni.xgn administration was to strengthen linkages (suoh
as iIncreased aid) with Blaok~led regimes iIn the region
In assist™ Win thém oVer to the US Position and have
them”™n "convincing" the liberation movements that
negotiated decolonization was the most "fruitful'™ path",5
then the organization of Frontline States as a form of
Southern African responses to imperialism has been iIn
favour of imperialism.

The tendency on the part of the Frontline States
to take upon themselves the responsibility to determine
the tactics and strategy of liberation movements 1in
the region far from reflecting the weaknesses of Southern
Afrioan liberation movements in general does raise the
issue of possible deliberate attempts to forestall the
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victory of those movements, The Zimbabwe case fully
illustrates the Frontline States manipulation of
liberation struggles iIn their favor. The role of
Mozambique and Tanzania Ig engineering the | an°asier
House betrayal of the Zimbabwean revolution is well-
documented,” ] o I

The Frontline States responses to imperialism
on the other hand meet with the iImperialists own
rggggion to_;heEL owp ngiagdictions- Th%re is the
imperialist trilateral strategy -"to demilitarize the
Afrioan liberation struggle - not the minority"lregimes
and force a negotiated solution”the 1977 Anglo-
American Plan for Zimbabwe, the 1977 Western contact
Group initiative _for Namibia.,,. Emerging from the:
West"s trilateral strategy is, the inebrporation of
regional influentiala like Tanzania and Nigeria,
Capitalizing .on manipulating the"real pressures felt
by the Frontline States - balance of payments defi-
cits that require supplementary financial assistance
from both the IMF and the World,Bank, the trilaterist
west iIncrease their, leverage which have the Frontline
States act as peaoe agents and defenders of stability
and world order. The position of those Frontline *
States whose disarticulated economies are webbed
to the Witwatersrand industrial mining complex 1in
such oases baoomes self-explanatory.

Nonetheless the Frontline States confront South
Africa In a new regional Association, the 5ADCC8 as
an economic form of* response to South Afrioan expa-
nsionism, Again as with, the Political response to
imperialism in thfa region, the SADCC economic response
has identified South Africa as the cause of poverty
and underdevelopment in.the region. And the result?
There 1s not only confusion as to the main enemy of
the peoples of t;he region but also an iInversion of



the nature of the struggle leading to oversimplifi-
cation of the process of domination and that of
liberation.5" To"be_sure it is not enough to see the
nature of the di%é#%iculation of the economies of
the SAOCC countries in the form of racism iIn South
~“Africa. Raoism can be dismantled but would that
alone be enough to dismember the regional economic:
inequalities?

Since %he 19th century the South African based
mining Capital has expanded both territorially and
aectorally. The mining corporations have -interests
throughout the SADCC countries. Secondly, these
corporations have diversified their operations. They
are involved 1In the mining of a host of different
minerals. Their areas of activity include a whole
range of sectors. For example the Anglo-American
Corporation is involved, apart from mining, In such
diverse economic activities as: iron, steel and
Engineering* oivil construction* timber* pulp and
paper* motor car manufacturing* transport* chemicals
and:explosives * agriculture and food processing*
property, banking, insurance and investment* explo-
ration* researoh and development and the supply of
technical and oommercial servioe. It is this glohal
and powerful outreach which has enabled this corpora-
tion to exploit the resources of the countries of
the region, without much opposition both during the
period of polonial rule and i1ndependence. -

The problem in the Southern African region
should therefore not be seen in the domination of
South Afrioa but rather iIn the battle between the
transnationals for capital export outlets, markets
and sources of raw materials, this coupled with the
yearning for national development creates centrifugal
forces that- tend to tear down the attempt for oooperation
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intended to aaaist national development. Thus since
we have argued South Africa is not the problem, the
SADCC nations whatever the yearnings for regional
cooperation are forced to ooncretely attend to the
question of mobilizing resources fTirst and foremost

to implement their, national programmes. This i1nvolves
allocation of resources enoompassing the whole spectrum
of the economy iIn Which the transnationals are active
participants as the case is In most of these countries,
Suph-pressure in the neo-oolonial .economy exerts
CQ&sirderable strain to the idea of regional integra-
tion-desirable as i1t may be to the leaders,

> It has also been argued that the gasg _.fot_S,%DCC
iIs the transformation of their economieS as a 00Onoo—
mitant of the struggle to disengage from. South Africa,
Added to this i1s that the development of for iInstanoe
a mining iIndustry whioh aims at enhancing the develop-
ment potential of the host economy demands a sophistic*
cated teohnologioal i1nfrastructure, skilled manpower
and a developed industrial establishment whioh could
sufficiently integrate the mining industry both back-
wards and forwards, The conclusion drawn then is

that the SADCC countries though rich in mineral
resources, the nurturing of an infrastructure For

them 1s bayaxid the possibility of a single and under-
developed country. Hence the need for regional
cooperation. The reality of the issue however is

that the imperialist domination of the SADCC countries
means that they have no control oyer technology for
much of, the economic infrastructure in their Countries,
The control over technology is now the major oonduit
by which monopoly capital valorises itself _inter-
nationally and ensures the neo-colonisation of the
developing countries.



For one the capital goods industry is almost
non-existent in the SADCC countries yet it is from
that sector that technology i1s generated andhence
the sector"s role in the process of industrialisation.
This means that capital goods and intermediate goods
(and even food) account for a large share of iImports
in all the SADCC countries and for this reason it goes
to shom - with the need to coordinate so as to esoape
backwardness - how imports are bound to increase as
import substitution prooeeds in the region. This
type of investment activities and trade patterns must
lead to a greater siphoning of resources to external
sources of capital and supply on merchandise account
and once this is added up with superprofits earned
by the monopolies on the capital export account which
is also siphoned off, the iImpact which reflects itself
in the SADCC neo-colonies for that is what they are
as balance of payments problem is catastrophic. This
again tears down the forces for regional integration.

In terms, of international and inter-state trade,
the prices of manufactured goods increases as those
of primary commodities (which the majority of the
SADCC countries produce) fTall. The result is that
they cannot sell much to each other while the mono-
polies increase their inputs. In this case expansion
of production and trade disintegrates the attempts
at. regional integration even before it begins
functioning as it calls forth a structural dependence
on non-SADCC oountries®™ inputs. Expansion and
integration are not the same things. IT demand-is
weighted to favor imports and supply of exports,
expansion in eaoh case due to the present neo-.
colonial structures in SADCC depends on outside foroe
This results in what has been termed “colleotive neo-

colonialism* .



colonialism®.
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From the above discussion, the viability of

the SADCC initiative has therefore to be based am
the resolution of the political question In the
region. For us it i1s the understanding of the forces
of imperialist domination rhich generate certain
forces iIn the economies of the region that gives
W8 a glimpse at the forces of imperialist domination
and exploitation and the forces of nationalism.
Nationalism- Is a reaotion against muoh domination
and 1t 1s theses foresee pulling apart, but easily
compromised without the strength of the working
people that gives us an i1dea of the centrifugal
fnrnnn that are at work In SADCC, The national
states i1s the more concrete organisation in
continuing the struggle.against imperialism as there
lg;no real basis for a:g03|t|ve regional integration

N,
"under neo—colonla |sm-

2*0 MOZAMBIQUE: SOME [ISSUES NECESSARY TO
UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT CRISTS*

Discussions about Southern African responses
to Imperialism require a specification of "who is
Mr. Imperialism that everyone speaks about but no
one sees,” The late Amiloar Cabral at one time
insisted 1n what he called the "main question of
the fight against imperialism” that a distinction

must be made between imperialism and-imperialist
domination, g

Sometimes we hear® people cry out
*Down with imperialism®* iIn their

own country, but In reality they

arB fighting against imperialist
domination, jJt appears "to be of
vital iImportance to distinguish
imperialism from imperialist domi-
nation, to situate both In their
historical perspective and to define
their geographical locations, . 10



Granted the above premiis, a thesis emerges
that imperialism is a phenomenon, of "capitalist
countries which have become iImperialist ones”™ and
thus i1t "exists in capitalist countries and not

in our countries,” And the conclusion;
)

.,» the Tfight against imperialis.ni
must be Tought within the imperialist
countries, and the struggle against
imperialist domination must be fought
, in our own countries. In this Fight
against imperialist domination in our
countries, we consider that the most
important struggle today is the.ana

directed against neocolonialism, 11
] = AN,

For us in dominated social formations, what is at
stake here is the intimate link between the flg%h
against |mper|allsm in imperialist ‘countries and

that against imperialist domination in our-countries*

Thus the international dimension in anti-
imperialist struggles is underscored as an important
element. Southern: African responses to imperialism
seen as a world level phenomenon have to deal with
a world level analysis of political forces. Both
the advanced and dominated countries must be
understood together as parts of the world level
whose hierarchy is organised on the basis of
differential predominance. Under such arrangements
the politically new element is the struggle for
world hegemony by the superpowers and the conse-
quent implications of class struggles for state
power within geopolitically determined structural
and conjunctur.al situations, )

Southern African responses to imperialism from
the point of view of the national states should be

conceptualized from the above framework. Taking



Mozaﬁbique as_a goqcrete oaae oge Would er instance
- - - -t

be Interested to know what theses emerge from there

vit-a-vis

a) the crisis of oapitalism In its impe;ia!ist

stags, )
e eEm;; | Kk - - .71
b) the orisi8 of the experiences of ppst-

national i1ndependences.

C) the crisis of the experiences bf socialist
construction in post-revolutionary --
societies,

0)) the orisis of the world working class
movement arid the Proletarian class
political capacity,

e) struggles for world hegemony.

1]'j,...'rhe year Mozambique attained its iIndependence

witnessed historic victories in the World-Wide
{TS~ryiS™ (" Ada-

the wear 9&_5&§_rgdlggh q]sqﬁlutloq-of-thaiﬁprtg—
guese colonial empire* That year for Africa marked
the transition fro.m the Congo of 1960 to the civil
war In Angola as products of imperialist rivalry and
world ~gsmonic power politioa. Internationally
therefore the US lad imperialism was put on the
defensive by.the Soviet state capitalist formation
struggling for world hegemony.

Within such international conditions, the
radical nature of the struggle against Portuguese
colonial expansionism In Mozambique had possibilities
for a revolutionary breakthrough to institute a new
beginning. We insist on possibilities for a revo-
lutionary conjuncture, by no means ensures automatic



transition to a higher mads of saoial organisation

of life. In Mozambique, a revolutionary breakthrough
meant the: prooess of disentangling from thejworld
imperialist circuit of capital through Portuguese -
Southern Afrioan axis or reintegration on a reffl m—n-

basis.

In Mozambique, the phenomenon of"internal
colonialism in the loose sense of white set.tlerdcm-
via emigration as a by "product of Portugal®s moderni-
sation -had the net iImpact of totally marginalising
the Afrioan peoples as a condition for the historical
transition from preoapitalism to a regime of capital
accumulation based on foroed labor. Domination of
the African peoples was so intense and their resis-
tance so radical to the extent that many observers
conflated the themes of national liberation and
socialism. Nonetheless a revolutionary national
independence demanded of FRELIMO and other patriotic
forcos a natiogilly baseg prgoesi of capital accumu-
lation. That oh the other handirequired a revolu-
tionary seizure of state power in. the political
realm and relying solidlyy on mass initiative to
utilize that power to carry tha national revolution

into the socio-economic realm. ]

Issues at this level related® to the class
political capacity of the leading core:of the.. o
movement (FRELIMO) to destroy those institutions
and practioes that fermented national; oppression
i,e, the colonial state as the organised core of
class rule through institutions /practices opposed
to the masses aspirations for real liberation.
Writing in 1967 one raises the following questions:
uthat are the conditions that oould have impinged |,
on a noQ?%Fate, non—iqgependent olass fR?ction
(historically (conditioned) in leadership of the



national liberation movement not to join the state
and therefore not act itaelf iIn opposition to the
mass movement as a ruling political power? How to
remain in the mass movement to continue the struggle
against the state and the now forms of domination

to completely root out imperialist domination? How
to conceptualize® Cabral*s class suicide thesis in
practice at the point of transition-from anti-
colonial to anti-neocolonial struggles and the
conditions, which favor or militate against such

-a kind of "suicide”? How to conceptualize the

negotiated transiti®onal route, of independence X j
relatior to mass registance sas the realmaterial

b.
force against colonial domination for-real indepe- >;r.
ndence? Can .antagonistic contradictions be resolved
peacefully? 7?.If history is any guide wc could say

- - T
then that as early as 1961, ujb learn from patrioe

Lumumba that "no matter how nationalist one may be,
inside a colonial state machinery,>rone cannot

. . i n 12
exercise a masa-basP-d"class dictatorship."

Still at the level of politics Come up issues
to do with clpss aspects of the leadership arid party
questions in anti imperialist struggles. How to
conceptualize FRFLIMO*s transformation into a Marxist/
Leninist party in the”epcoh of what is said to be
the crisis of ,Marxism °/ others refer to post-, /as .

that the mates.movement whose concentration

Leninism? [Is 1t not a oont{adlctipn/gives ris&’to
the party prooess of seizure of state power and its
transformation oan be i1nduoed by the statB? Answers
to these, issues: could-clarify the claim by the FREL IMO
leadership in 199.0 that the Party was cut off from
the people, I =m0 ; -

At the economic level, to what extent were
the economic measures statizing all forms of profit
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and iInterest bearing businesses and property irres-
pective of whether the owners, were nationals or. not,
economically sound and politically justifiable? How
much political uwork had been conducted amongst the ~
peasants In order to lay a Bound basis for the measure*
to collectivize them?

Overallj i1n view of the persistent crisis in.
the Country, could i1t be argued that perhaps FRELIHO
may have advanced some theoretical i1deological theses
whose political elaboration and ooncret.isa,tlon not
only suppressed and disorganized popular forces but
also set in motion nationally disintegrative tendencies
by alienating both elements of anambryoilaig national
class of capital and the broad masses of peasants
a geo-political nontext ohar”ed with regional host
lities (from"the white supremacist south African
regime) and iInternational tensions (between the
superpowers with Southern ftfrioa as gne major arena)?

R G [ o VT

As the eoonomio difficulties mounted and /
deepened iIn the form of food orisis, floods, droughtyl
famine compounded by MNR"s escalated armed offensives
against the state and under conditions in which
alignment with the COMECON blook had been™ Vetoed, r, - r
the NKGMATI ACCORD oame into* force to provide the
political conditions for proper reintegration, Into
the world imperialist system through the..eame old
axis of South Africa and Portugal, Soon after; the-
Acttord, Maputo witnessed the presence of high ranking
Western personages. First to arrive was France,s
president Mittarand*s African Affairs Advisor, Guy
panne who announced the doubling of French ..aid to.

n



Mozambique,*" #t0- waa.f° ~ oWec* hy Tiny Roland of
Lonrbo. Next Was David Rockefeller, the American
banking magnate wto jetted into the capital at
the personal i1nvitation.of the late President
Machel through the mediation of farmer Portuguese
premi)(;r PintorBalsemai) at the time-in town on a
private® ViGrt’and:-an influential figura -10"
Portuguese banking oiroles. §9I\’owing on the ,
visits, speoulation (proofed to have been oorrect)
was rife that thetnext step would be Mozambiquets
membership iIn the -Lome Convention Treaty a»d the

IMF and the Wbrld Bank# .
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